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ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through Worship, Learning and Sharing.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Saturday, June 3, 2017 
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WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 

regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 

congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 

long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 

please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 

information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 

displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  

 

For those with children - We encourage you to have your children participate in 

worship.  They learn about worship and faith by being involved. Coloring and 

activity bags are available just outside the sanctuary doors.  

 

Holy Communion - All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and 

forgiveness.  All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune 

with us.  The table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, 

forgiveness, strength, and wisdom for ministry and mission to the world.  
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

  

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GATHERING SONG  “Gather Us In” 

Verse 1 

Here in this place the new light is streaming, 

Now is the darkness vanished away; 

See in this space our fear and our dreamings 

Brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 

Gather us in, the blind and the lame; 

Call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

We shall arise at the sound of our name. 

 

Verse 2 

We are the young, our lives are a myst’ry, 

We are the old who yearn for your face; 

We have been sung throughout all of hist’ry, 

Called to be light to the whole human race. 

Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 

Gather us in, the proud and the strong; 

Give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 

Give us the courage to enter the song. 

 

INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 

C: Amen. 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

Text & Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
@ 1982 GIA Publications, Inc.  

    OneLicense.net, License #A-700000 
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P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Gracious God, 

C: Have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 

compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and 

things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, 

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 

Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 

Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C: Amen. 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.            

C: And also with you. 

 

SONG    “Gather Us In” 

Verse 3 

Here we will take the wine and the water, 

Here we will take the bread of new birth, 

Here you shall call your sons and daughters, 

Call us anew to be salt for the earth. 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion,  

Give us to eat the bread that is you; 

Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion  

Lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 

Verse 4 

Not in the dark of buildings confining, 

Not in some heaven, light years away 

Here in this place the new light is shining, 

Now is the kingdom, and now is the day.  

Gather us in and hold us forever,  

Gather us in and make us your own;  

Gather us in, all peoples together, 

Fire of love in our flesh and our bone.   

 

Text & Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
@ 1982 GIA Publications, Inc.  

    OneLicense.net, License #A-700000 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

C: O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending 

into us your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a 

right judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus 

Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

LESSON  1 CORINTHIANS 12:3B-13 
P: The lesson is from 1 Corinthians, the 12

th
 chapter. 

3bNo one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 4Now there are varieties of 

gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6and 

there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in 

everyone. 7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8To 

one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance 

of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to 

another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to 

another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of 

tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are activated by one and 

the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.12For 

just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 

though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all 

baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to 

drink of one Spirit. 
P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

    The congregation is invited to stand 
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GOSPEL    JOHN 20:19-23      

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20
th

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 

house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 

stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed 

them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 

Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 

send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive 

the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 

the sins of any, they are retained.” 
P: The gospel of the Lord!  

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

SERMON         Pastor Deborah Michaels 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

SONG OF THE DAY “Spirit of Gentleness” 

Refrain 

 Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 

 blow through the wilderness calling and free; 

 Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, 

 stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

 

1 You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, 

 then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep; 

 and over the eons you called to each thing: 

 "Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings."  Refrain 

 

2 You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand, 

 and you goaded your people with a law and a land; 

 and when they were blinded with idols and lies, 

 then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes.  Refrain 
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3 You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill, 

 then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still; 

 and down in the city you called once again, 

 when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind.  Refrain 

 

4 You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes. 

 From the bondage of sorrow all the captives dream dreams; 

 our women see visions, our men clear their eyes. 

 With bold new decisions your people arise.  Refrain 
 

Text: James K. Manley, b. 1940 

Text © 1978 James K. Manley, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
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Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As 

you come forward, you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. 

After the singing of “Jesus, Lamb of God,” those receiving communion will be 

invited to kneel or stand next to the communion railing. All are welcome to receive 

Holy Communion. Communion is by intinction: receive the bread, dip the bread 

into the cup, then consume the body and blood of Christ. If you are unable to come 

forward, Holy Communion can be brought to you. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: Rejoicing in the risen life of Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 

who are in need. 

A brief silence 

P: We pray for the church. Inspire us with your Spirit. Unite us in your love. Raise up 

faithful leaders from among our youth and our elders to guide your church 

throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: For the earth. For city parks and wildlife refuges. For community gardens, farms, 

and ranches. For agricultural workers, seafood harvesters, and subsistence farmers. 

Nourish the earth with seasonable weather and adequate rainfall. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

P: For the nations. For people of every land and language. End violence, warfare, and 

ethnic strife. Lead us from fear to friendship, from injustice to equality, from 

oppression to freedom. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: For those in need. For those who are neglected or abused. For the unemployed. For 

those who struggle with addiction. For those nearing death, those who grieve, and all 

who are ill especially... Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: For this assembly. For those who work with children. For those discerning a call to 

ministry. For all the baptized and those who have newly affirmed their baptism. For 

visitors, new members, and those who are absent from us today. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: With thanksgiving, we remember those who have died. Inspire us by their witness 

and bring us to the fullness of your promise of resurrection and eternal life. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
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P: Joining our voices with your faithful ones in every time and place, we offer our 

prayers in the name of the Risen One, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: As we gather around this table tonight, we remember how in the night in which he 

was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

       

LORD'S PRAYER            

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   Amen. 

  

SONG        “Jesus, Lamb of God”   

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.  Repeat        Public Domain 

 

COMMUNION  

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you in his 

grace. 

C: Amen. 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

P: Let us pray, 

C: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 

healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, 

in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen.   
          

SENDING SONG  “God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind” 

1 God of tempest, God of whirlwind, 

as on Pentecost descend! 

Drive us out from sheltered comfort; 

past these walls your people send! 

Sweep us into costly service, 

there with Christ to bear the cross, 

there with Christ to bear the cross! 

 

2 God of blazing, God of burning, 

all that blocks your purpose, purge! 

Through your church, Christ's living Body, 

let your flaming Spirit surge! 

Where deceit conceals injustice, 

kindle us to speak your truth, 

kindle us to speak your truth! 

 

3 God of earthquake, God of thunder, 

shake us loose from lethargy! 

Break the chains of sin asunder, 

for earth's healing set us free! 

Crumble walls that still divide us; 

make us one in Christ our Lord, 

make us one in Christ our Lord! 
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4 God of passion, God unsleeping, 

stir in us love's restlessness! 

Where the people cry in anguish, 

may we share your heart's distress. 

Rouse us from content with evil; 

claim us for your kingdom's work, 

claim us for your kingdom's work! 
 

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923 

Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 

DISMISSAL              

P: You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the good 

news. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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SERMON NOTES 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 

Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 

Phone: (440) 933-6263   

celc@centurytel.net  www.christlutheranavonlake.org 

Pastor: Jeff Steeber  revsteeber@gmail.com    Pastor’s cell: (440) 241-1375 

Office Administrator: Heather Nordman 

Organist: Randi Smarsh  Custodian: Bill Higgins 
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