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ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through Worship, Learning and Sharing.” 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Saturday, May 13, 2017 
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WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 

regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 

congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 

long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 

please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 

information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 

displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  

 

For those with children - We encourage you to have your children participate in 

worship.  They learn about worship and faith by being involved. Coloring and 

activity bags are available just outside the sanctuary doors.  

 

Holy Communion - All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and 

forgiveness.  All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune 

with us.  The table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, 

forgiveness, strength, and wisdom for ministry and mission to the world. If you 

have questions about the sacrament, or if you wish to receive instruction on the 

Christian faith, you are invited to speak with Pastor Jeff following the service. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GATHERING SONG  In the Garden 

I come to the garden alone, 

While the dew is still on the roses, 

And the voice I hear falling on my ear 

The Son of God discloses. 

Refrain 

And He walks with me, and He talks with me, 

And He tells me I am His own; 

And the joy we share as we tarry there, 

None other has ever known. 

He speaks, and the sound of His voice 

Is so sweet the birds hush their singing, 

And the melody that He gave to me 

Within my heart is ringing. Refrain 

I’d stay in the garden with Him, 

Though the night around me be falling, 

But He bids me go; through the voice of woe 

His voice to me is calling. Refrain 

 

INVOCATION AND GREETING 

P: Let us bless the Lord.  We begin our service in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

           

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.            

C: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

C: Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give 

us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to 

share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

SONG   Life is Like a Mountain Railway 

Life is like a mountain railway, with an engineer that's brave; 

We must make the run successful, from the cradle to the grave; 

Watch the curves, the fills, the tunnels; never falter, never fail; 

Keep your hand upon the throttle, and your eye upon the rail. 

 

Refrain 

Bless'd Savior, Thou wilt guide us, 

‘Til we reach that blissful shore; 

Where the angels wait to join us 

In Thy praise forevermore.  

 

You will roll up grades of trial; you will cross the bridge of strife; 

See that Christ is your Conductor on this lightning train of life; 

Put your trust alone in Jesus; do your duty, never fail; 

Keep your hand upon the throttle, and your eye upon the rail.  Refrain 

 

As you roll across the trestle, spanning Jordan's swelling tide, 

You behold the Union Depot into which your train will glide; 

There you'll meet the Superintendent, God the Father, God the Son, 

With the hearty, joyous greeting, "Weary pilgrim, welcome home!" Refrain 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

LESSON: ACTS 7:55-60 

P: The lesson is from Acts, the 7
th

 chapter. 
55

Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God 

and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 
56

“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens 

opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 
57

But they covered 

their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 
58

Then they dragged 
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him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the 

feet of a young man named Saul. 
59

While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, 

“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 
60

Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, 

“Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

    The congregation is invited to stand 

         
GOSPEL: JOHN 14:1-14        
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 14

th
 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

 [Jesus said to the disciples:] 
1
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, 

believe also in me. 
2
In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were 

not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 
3
And if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I 

am, there you may be also. 
4
And you know the way to the place where I am 

going.” 
5
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can 

we know the way?” 
6
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No 

one comes to the Father except through me. 
7
If you know me, you will know my 

Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

  
8
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 

9
Jesus 

said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? 

Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 

Father’? 
10

Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 

words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me 

does his works. 
11

Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you 

do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 
12

Very truly, I tell you, the 

one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 

works than these, because I am going to the Father. 
13

I will do whatever you ask in 

my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 
14

If in my name you ask me 

for anything, I will do it.” 
P: The gospel of the Lord!  

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

SERMON          Pastor Jeff Steeber 
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The congregation is invited to stand 

 

 

 

 

 

SONG OF THE DAY  Have a Little Talk with Jesus 

I once was lost in sin but Jesus took me in 

And then a little light from heaven filled my soul 

It bathed my heart in love and it wrote my name above 

And just a little talk with Jesus made me whole 

 

Refrain 

Now let us have a little talk with Jesus,  

Let us tell him all about our troubles. 

He will hear our faintest cry, 

And he will answer by and by 

Now when you feel a little prayer wheel turning 

You will know a little fire is burning 

And you’ll find a little talk with Jesus makes it right 

 

Sometimes my path grows drear without a ray of cheer 

And then a cloud of doubt may hide the day 

The mists of sin may rise and hide the starry skies 

But just a little talk with Jesus clears the way  Refrain 

  

I may have doubts and fears my eyes be filled with tears 

But Jesus is a friend who watches day and night 

I go to him in prayer he knows my every care 

And just a little talk with Jesus makes it right  Refrain 
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NICENE CREED 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things 

were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  For 

our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 

no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As 

you come forward, you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. 

After the singing of “Jesus, Lamb of God,” those receiving communion will be 

invited to kneel or stand next to the communion railing. All are welcome to receive 

Holy Communion. Communion is by intinction: receive the bread, dip the bread 

into the cup, then consume the body and blood of Christ. If you are unable to come 

forward, Holy Communion can be brought to you. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: Rejoicing in the risen life of Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 

who are in need. 

A brief silence 

P: We pray for the church. Show us your ways. Teach us your truth. Enliven us in 

mission. Keep us from discord. Lead us to unity for the sake of the gospel. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: For the earth. Turn us away from impulses to pollute this world. Protect fragile 

habitats. Nurture our planet to be a life-sustaining home for generations yet to be 

born. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: For the nations. Fill all leaders with a spirit of compassion for the poor and 

oppressed. Give courage to those who work for justice and equality. Bring an end to 

conflict and violence. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: For those in need. Draw near to those who struggle with depression. Comfort those 

for whom this day evokes heartache or sorrow. Console those who grieve, and heal 

those who are ill especially... Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: For this assembly. Bless mothers and all who offer motherly care. Strengthen child 

care workers, nursery attendants, and those who teach our youth. Uphold our elders 

and those who care for aging parents. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: With thanksgiving, we remember those who have died in faith and those who have 

borne witness to your love. Bring us with them to dwell with you forever. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Joining our voices with your faithful ones in every time and place, we offer our 

prayers in the name of the Risen One, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: As we gather around this table tonight, we remember how in the night in which he 

was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

      

LORD'S PRAYER            

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   Amen. 

 

SONG         Jesus, Lamb of God   

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.  Repeat        Public Domain 

     

COMMUNION  

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his 

grace, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P: Let us pray. 

C: Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection you send 

light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of heaven to 

nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection that we 

may show your glory to all the world; through the same Jesus Christ, our risen 

Lord.Amen 
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BLESSING   

P: May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth, and claimed us as 

children of the light, strengthen you on your journey into life renewed. The Lord 

bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you ☩ peace. 

C: Amen           

 

SENDING SONG   I'm Gonna Lay My Burdens Down 

Refrain 

Glory, glory, Hallelujah, When I lay my burden down. 

Glory, glory, Hallelujah, When I lay my old heavy burden down. 

 

I’m gonna shake glad hands with the angels 

When I lay my burden down. 

I’m gonna shake glad hands with the angels 

When I lay these old earthly burdens down.  Refrain 

 

I’m gonna tell my saviour howdy 

When I lay my burden down. 

I’m gonna tell my dear Jesus howdy, Lord, 

When I lay my old heavy burden down.   Refrain 

 

I’m gonna see my friends and my loved ones 

When I lay my burden down. 

I’m gonna see my friends and my loved ones 

When I lay my heavy burden down.   Refrain 

 

I’m gonna sit down with my Jesus 

When I lay my burden down. 

Yes I’m gonna eat at that welcome table, lord, 

When I lay my old heavy burden down.   Refrain 
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DISMISSAL              

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P: You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.  Go in peace. Share the good 

news. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON NOTES 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 

Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 

Phone: (440) 933-6263   

celc@centurytel.net  www.christlutheranavonlake.org 

Pastor: Jeff Steeber  revsteeber@gmail.com    Pastor’s cell: (440) 241-1375 

Office Administrator: Heather Nordman 

Organist: Randi Smarsh  Custodian: Bill Higgins 

 

 

http://www.christlutheranavonlake.org/

