
     Saturday, November 11, 2017   
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GATHERING SONG  “Higher Ground”      see insert 

 

INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who calls us into an everlasting hope, 

who guides us to springs of the water of life, who enlightens us with the spirit of 

wisdom. 

C: Amen. 
P: One with the communion of saints in all times and places, let us confess our sin 

against God and one another. O God, our merciful redeemer, 

C: we confess the ways we live only for ourselves. We fail to see you in our 

neighbor’s face. We turn our ears from voices that cry out. We pass by the 

hungry and the oppressed. In your great mercy, forgive our sin and strengthen 

us for service to all in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

P:In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, 

and for ☩ his sake,  God forgives you all your sin.  Blessed are you! Rejoice and 

be glad, beloved people of God. 

C: Amen. 

The congregation is invited to stand 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

SONG   “Bringing in the Sheaves”      see insert  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray.  Almighty God,  

C: O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words 

of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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The congregation is invited to sit 

LESSON    1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

P: The lesson is from 1 Thessalonians the 4
th

 chapter. 
13

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have 

died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 
14

For since we 

believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with 

him those who have died. 
15

For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that 

we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede 

those who have died. 
16

For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the 

archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and 

the dead in Christ will rise first. 
17

Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught 

up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with 

the Lord forever. 
18

Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

The congregation is invited to stand 

GOSPEL   MATTHEW 25:1-13 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 25
th

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

Jesus said to the disciples:] 
1
“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten 

bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 
2
Five of them were 

foolish, and five were wise. 
3
When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil 

with them; 
4
but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 

5
As the bridegroom was 

delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 
6
But at midnight there was a shout, 

‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 
7
Then all those bridesmaids 

got up and trimmed their lamps. 
8
The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of 

your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 
9
But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be 

enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for 

yourselves.’ 
10

And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who 

were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 
11

Later 

the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 
12

But he replied, 

‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 
13

Keep awake therefore, for you know neither 

the day nor the hour.” 

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 



SERMON           PASTOR JEFF STEEBER                                             

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

SONG OF THE DAY  “Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior”  see insert 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 

in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As 

you come forward, you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand.  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

P: Open to the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all of 

God’s creation. 

A brief silence 

 

Pastoral Petition: Lord, in your mercy, 

Congregational Response: Hear our prayer. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: As we gather around this table tonight…Do this for the remembrance of me. 

LORD'S PRAYER            

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 



SONG     “Jesus, Lamb of God”     see insert 

 

COMMUNION 

     

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P: Let us pray. 

C: Sovereign God, in this meal you give us a foretaste of the great feast to come. 

Keep us faithful to you, that we, with all your saints, may at length celebrate the 

marriage feast of the Lamb, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING   

P: The love of God surround you; the grace of ☩ Christ release you; and the Holy 

Spirit be your guide and strength, now and forevermore. 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG “Send the Light”       see insert 

 

DISMISSAL 

P: Sisters and Brothers in Christ… 

C: As the Gospel in action, go in peace.  Christ is with you!  Thanks be to 

God! 


