
 

 
 
 

 
ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through Worship, Learning and Sharing.” 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Saturday, October 14, 2017 

 



 

WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 

regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 

congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 

long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 

please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 

information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 

displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  

 

Holy Communion - All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and 

forgiveness.  All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune 

with us.  The table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, 

forgiveness, strength, and wisdom for ministry and mission to the world. If you 

have questions about the sacrament, or if you wish to receive instruction on the 

Christian faith, you are invited to speak with Pastor Jeff following the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GATHERING SONG   

 
INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, 

the one who reforms us again and again. 

C: Amen. 
P: Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power.  Source of all life, 

C: We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We fear that 

we are not good enough. We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we 

expect others to earn it. We turn the church inward, rather than moving it 

outward. Forgive us. Stir us. Reform us to be a church powered by love, willing 

to speak for what is right, act for what is just, and seek the healing of your whole 

creation. Amen.  



 

P: God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and to empower our lives in the 

world. Our sins are forgiven, ☩ God’s love is unconditional, and we are raised up as 

God’s people who will always be made new, in the name of Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen.     

GREETING            

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C: And also with you.          

 

SONG     

 
 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

C: God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your 

grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us 

in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

LESSON    PHILIPPIANS 4:1-9 

P: The lesson is from Philippians, the 4
th

 chapter. 
1
My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in 

the Lord in this way, my beloved. 
2
I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the 

same mind in the Lord. 
3
Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these 

women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with 

Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life. 
4
Rejoice 

in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 
5
Let your gentleness be known to 

everyone. The Lord is near. 
6
Do not worry about anything, but in everything by 

prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 

God. 
7
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
8
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is 

honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is 

commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, 

think about these things. 
9
Keep on doing the things that you have learned and 

received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God!          

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GOSPEL    MATTHEW 22:1-14        

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 22
nd

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
1
Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 

2
“The kingdom of heaven may 

be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 
3
He sent his slaves to 

call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not 

come. 
4
Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I 

have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and 

everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ 
5
But they made light of it and 



 

went away, one to his farm, another to his business, 
6
while the rest seized his slaves, 

mistreated them, and killed them. 
7
The king was enraged. He sent his troops, 

destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 
8
Then he said to his slaves, ‘The 

wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 
9
Go therefore into the main 

streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ 
10

Those slaves went 

out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the 

wedding hall was filled with guests. 
11

“But when the king came in to see the guests, 

he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, 
12

and he said to him, 

‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was 

speechless. 
13

Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and 

throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth.’ 
14

For many are called, but few are chosen.” 
P: The gospel of the Lord!  

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

SERMON        PASTOR JEFF STEEBER 

 

 The congregation is invited to stand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SONG OF THE DAY   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 

in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As 

you come forward, you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. 

After the singing of “Jesus, Lamb of God,” those receiving communion will be 

invited to kneel or stand next to the communion railing. All are welcome to receive 

Holy Communion. Communion is by intinction: receive the bread, dip the bread 

into the cup, then consume the body and blood of Christ. If you are unable to come 

forward, Holy Communion can be brought to you. 

 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

P: Open to the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all of 

God’s creation. 

A brief silence 

 

P: You rejoice in your church, gracious God. Welcome your children to the table you 

have prepared and send us forth to share the saving mercy we meet in Jesus Christ. 

Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: You rejoice in your good creation. Provide moisture for parched places, wind and 

sun for flooded lands, and shelter and sustenance for creatures of every kind. Hear us, 

O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 



 

P: You rejoice in the people and places of the world. We pray for nations who cannot 

sit at table together, for leaders distracted by anxiety and fear, and for refugees 

unwelcome in their homelands. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: You bring peace that surpasses understanding. We pray for all who cannot worship 

with us this day: those who are homebound, hospitalized, imprisoned, or working 

especially.... Comfort their hearts and ours with your healing presence. Hear us, O 

God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: You rejoice in this congregation. We pray for its ministries of hospitality: for 

ushers, greeters, wedding coordinators, and all who welcome guests in this place. 

Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: You promise an eternal feast. We give thanks for the saints of every time and 

place. Hold us in communion with them until all are united at your heavenly banquet. 

Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting the 

power of Christ and the gifts of the Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: As we gather around this table tonight, we remember how in the night in which he 

was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER            

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 



 

SONG      “Jesus, Lamb of God”   

Jesus, Lamb of God,   

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.  Repeat   

 

COMMUNION 

            

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

P: Let us pray, 

C: Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that form 

us to be humble and courageous.  May your words come to life in our serving 

and in our witness, that we might speak a living voice of healing and justice to 

all the world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P: God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being; Jesus Christ, savior of 

the world, raising the dead; Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the 

church: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SENDING SONG   

 
 

DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
        

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 
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Pastor: Jeff Steeber  revsteeber@gmail.com    Pastor’s cell: (440) 241-1375 
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