
 

 
 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GATHERING SONG  “Wings of a Dove” 

When troubles surround us, when evils come 

The body grows weak and the spirit grows numb 

When these things beset us, He doesn’t forget us 

He sends down His love on the wings of a dove 

 

Refrain 

On the wings of a snow-white dove 

He sends His pure sweet love 

A sign from above 

On the wings of a dove 

 

When Noah had drifted on the flood many days 

He searched for land in various ways 

Troubles, he had some, but he was not forgotten 

He sent down His love on the wings of a dove  Refrain 

 

When Jesus went down to the water that day 

He was baptized in the usual way 

And when it was done, God blessed his son 

He sent down his love on the wings of dove  Refrain 

 

‘Twas a sign from above 

On the wings of a dove  
 

Words & Music by Robert B. Ferguson 

Lyrics © Warner/Chappell Music, Inc. 
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INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the ☩  holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, the 

one who reforms us again and again. 

C: Amen. 
P: Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power.  Source of all life, 

C: We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We fear that 

we are not good enough. We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we 

expect others to earn it. We turn the church inward, rather than moving it 

outward. Forgive us. Stir us. Reform us to be a church powered by love, willing 

to speak for what is right, act for what is just, and seek the healing of your whole 

creation. Amen.  
P: God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and to empower our lives in the 

world. Our sins are forgiven, ☩ God’s love is unconditional, and we are raised up as 

God’s people who will always be made new, in the name of Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen.     

GREETING            

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.           

C: And also with you. 

 

SONG    “Power in the Blood” 

Would you be free from the burdens of sin? 

There’s pow’r in the blood, pow’r in the blood; 

Would you o’er evil a victory win? 

There’s wonderful pow’r in the blood 

 

Refrain 

There is pow’r, pow’r, wonderworking pow’r 

in the blood of the lamb 

There is pow’r, pow’r, wonderworking pow’r 

in the precious blood of the lamb 

 

Would you be free from your passion and pride? 

There is pow’r in the blood, pow’r in the blood; 

Come for cleansing to calvary’s tide? 

There’s wonderful pow’r in the blood  Refrain 

 



 

Would you be whiter, much whiter than snow? 

There is pow’r in the blood, pow’r in the blood; 

Sin stains are lost in its life giving flow? 

There’s wonderful pow’r in the blood   Refrain 

 

Would you service for Jesus your king? 

There is pow’r in the blood, pow’r in the blood; 

Would you live daily his praises to sing? 

There’s wonderful pow’r in the blood  Refrain 
Lewis E. Jones 

Public Domain 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray.  Almighty God, 

C: Gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in 

every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them 

steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them 

against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

LESSON:    ROMANS 3:19-28 

P: The lesson is from Romans, the 3
rd

 chapter. 
19

Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, 

so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to 

God. 
20

For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the 

law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
21

But now, apart from law, the 

righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the 

prophets, 
22

the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. 

For there is no distinction, 
23

since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God; 
24

they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in 

Christ Jesus, 
25

whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, 

effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine 

forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 
26

it was to prove at the 

present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in 

Jesus. 
27

Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 



 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 
28

For we hold that a person is justified by faith 

apart from works prescribed by the law. 
P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God!          

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GOSPEL:    JOHN 8:31-36         

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 8
th

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
31

Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you 

are truly my disciples; 
32

and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 

free.” 
33

They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been 

slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
34

Jesus 

answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to 

sin. 
35

The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place 

there forever. 
36

So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
P: The gospel of the Lord!  

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

SERMON              PASTOR JEFF STEEBER 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

SONG OF THE DAY “What Would You Give in Exchange for Your Soul” 

 

Brother, afar from your Savior today 

Risking your soul for the things that decay 

What if today, God should call you away? 

What would you give, in exchange for your soul? 

 

Refrain 

What would you give, what would you give, 

What would you give, in exchange for your soul? 

What if today, God should call you away? 

What would you give, in exchange for your soul? 



 

 

Mercy is calling you, won’t you give heed? 

Must the dear Savior still tenderly plead? 

Risk not your soul, it is precious indeed. 

What would you give, in exchange for your soul?  Refrain 

 

More than all silver and gold of the earth. 

More than all jewels, you spirit is worth. 

God the Creator has given it birth. 

What would you give, in exchange for your soul?  Refrain 
F.J Berry 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 

in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As 

you come forward, you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand.  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

P: Open to the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all of 

God’s creation. 

A brief silence 

 

Pastoral Petition: Lord, in your mercy, 

Congregational Response: Hear our prayer. 
 



 

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting the 

power of Christ and the gifts of the Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: As we gather around this table tonight…Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER            

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

SONG      “Jesus, Lamb of God”   

Jesus, Lamb of God,   

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.  Repeat   

 

COMMUNION 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

P: Let us pray, 

C: Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that form 

us to be humble and courageous.  May your words come to life in our serving 

and in our witness, that we might speak a living voice of healing and justice to 

all the world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P: God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being; Jesus Christ, savior of 

the world, raising the dead; Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the 

church: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

SENDING SONG  “Somebody Touched Me” 

While I was praying, somebody touched me 

While I was praying, somebody touched me 

While I was praying, somebody touched me 

It must've been the hand of the Lord. 

 

While I was singing, somebody touched me 

While I was singing, somebody touched me 

While I was singing, somebody touched me 

It must've been the hand of the Lord.  

 

Refrain 

Glory, glory, glory, somebody touched me 

Glory, glory, glory, somebody touched me 

Glory, glory, glory, somebody touched me 

It must've been the hand of the Lord. 

 

While I was kneeling, somebody touched me 

While I was kneeling, somebody touched me 

While I was kneeling, somebody touched me 

It must've been the hand of the Lord.  

 

While I was preaching, somebody touched me 

While I was preaching, somebody touched me 

While I was preaching, somebody touched me 

It must have been the hand of the Lord   Refrain 
Written by: AHMET ERTEGUN 

© Universal Music Publishing Group, Warner/Chappell Music, Inc. 

 

DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

     

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.traditionalmusic.co.uk/gospel-songs-chords/somebody_touched_me.htm


 

WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community. 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome. 

Holy Communion - All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and 

forgiveness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through Worship, Learning and Sharing.” 
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