
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through Worship, Learning and Sharing.” 

 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Saturday, October 7, 2017 

 

 



WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 

regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 

congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 

long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 

please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 

information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 

displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  

 

Holy Communion - All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and 

forgiveness.  All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune 

with us.  The table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, 

forgiveness, strength, and wisdom for ministry and mission to the world.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

   

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GATHERING SONG   “Lift High the Cross” vs 1& 2  ELW 660 

Refrain 

 Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

 till all the world adore his sacred name. 

 

1 Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 

 our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.   Refrain 

 

2 All newborn servants of the Crucified 

 bear on their brows the seal of him who died.   Refrain 

 

INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the ☩  holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, 

the one who reforms us again and again. 

C: Amen. 
P: Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power.  Source of all life, 

C: We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We fear that 

we are not good enough. We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we 

expect others to earn it. We turn the church inward, rather than moving it 

outward. Forgive us. Stir us. Reform us to be a church powered by love, willing 

to speak for what is right, act for what is just, and seek the healing of your whole 

creation. Amen.  
P: God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and to empower our lives in the 

world. Our sins are forgiven, ☩ God’s love is unconditional, and we are raised up as 

God’s people who will always be made new, in the name of Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 

GREETING            

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.            

C: And also with you. 

 

 

 

 



 

SONG      “Lift High the Cross” vs 3 & 4  ELW 660 

Refrain 

 Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

 till all the world adore his sacred name. 

 

3 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 

 as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.    Refrain 

 

4 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

 praise to the Crucified for victory!     Refrain 
 
Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956 

Text © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

C: Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the 

inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your 

merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  Amen. 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

 

LESSON      PHILIPPIANS 3:4-14 
P: The lesson is from Philippians, the 3

rd
 chapter. 

[Paul writes:] 
4b

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have 

more: 
5
circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 

Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 
6
as to zeal, a 

persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 
7
Yet whatever 

gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 
8
More than that, I 

regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my 

Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, 

in order that I may gain Christ 
9
and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my 

own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the 

righteousness from God based on faith. 
10

I want to know Christ and the power of his 

resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 
11

if 

somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.
12

Not that I have already 

obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, 



because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 
13

Beloved, I do not consider that I have 

made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining 

forward to what lies ahead, 
14

I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly 

call of God in Christ Jesus. 

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GOSPEL     MATTHEW 21:33-46  

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21
st
 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

[Jesus said to the people:] 
33

“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who 

planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a 

watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. 
34

When the 

harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 
35

But 

the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 
36

Again 

he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same 

way. 
37

Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 
38

But 

when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us 

kill him and get his inheritance.’ 
39

So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, 

and killed him. 
40

Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to 

those tenants?” 
41

They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, 

and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest 

time.” 
42

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that 

the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is 

amazing in our eyes’? 
43

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away 

from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 
44

The one 

who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it 

falls.” 
45

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that 

he was speaking about them. 
46

They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, 

because they regarded him as a prophet. 
P: The gospel of the Lord!  

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

SERMON       PASTOR LORANELL BREYLEY 

 



The congregation is invited to stand 

 

SONG OF THE DAY “Will You Come and Follow Me” vs 1,2,4, & 5 ELW 798 

1 Will you come and follow me 

 if I but call your name? 

 Will you go where you don't know 

 and never be the same? 

 Will you let my love be shown, 

 will you let my name be known, 

 will you let my life be grown 

 in you and you in me? 

 

2 Will you leave yourself behind 

 if I but call your name? 

 Will you care for cruel and kind 

 and never be the same? 

 Will you risk the hostile stare, 

 should your life attract or scare? 

 Will you let me answer pray'r 

 in you and you in me? 

 

4 Will you love the you you hide 

 if I but call your name? 

 Will you quell the fear inside 

 and never be the same? 

 Will you use the faith you've found 

 to reshape the world around, 

 through my sight and touch and sound 

 in you and you in me? 

 

5 Lord, your summons echoes true 

 when you but call my name. 

 Let me turn and follow you 

 and never be the same. 

 In your company I'll go 

 where your love and footsteps show. 

 Thus I'll move and live and grow 

 in you and you in me. 
Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949 Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 



APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 

in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As 

you come forward, you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. 

After the singing of “Jesus, Lamb of God,” those receiving communion will be 

invited to kneel or stand next to the communion railing. All are welcome to receive 

Holy Communion. Communion is by intinction: receive the bread, dip the bread 

into the cup, then consume the body and blood of Christ. If you are unable to come 

forward, Holy Communion can be brought to you. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: Open to the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all of 

God’s creation. 

A brief silence 

P: Restore what is broken in your church, loving God. Heal divisions among 

Christian communities, give courage to leaders facing hardship, and open our ears to 

the prophets’ cries among us.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

P: Restore what is broken in creation, gracious God. Revive farmlands and vineyards, 

protect waters needed by all living things, and move us to care for this earthly home.  

Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: Restore what is broken in our world, mighty God. Quell the rush to violence 

between peoples and nations. Break down dividing walls and promote growth for the 

sake of the common good.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 



P: Restore our broken bodies, O God. We pray for those suffering any loss: the 

grieving, those who have lost homes or property, the imprisoned, those neglected or 

abandoned, and the sick (especially...).  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: Restore our faith in you, saving God. We pray for Bible study and small group 

leaders, Sunday school teachers, musicians, devotion writers, and for all whose work 

nurtures our faith.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: We remember the saints whose devotion proclaimed your saving help. In company 

with them, root us firmly in your everlasting love.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting the 

power of Christ and the gifts of the Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: As we gather around this table tonight, we remember how in the night in which he 

was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER            

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

SONG      “Jesus, Lamb of God”   

Jesus, Lamb of God,   

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.  Repeat   

 

COMMUNION  

 

 



POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

P: Let us pray, 

C: Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that form 

us to be humble and courageous.  May your words come to life in our serving 

and in our witness, that we might speak a living voice of healing and justice to 

all the world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P: God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being; Jesus Christ, savior of 

the world, raising the dead; Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the 

church: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

            

SENDING HYMN  “This Little Light of Mine”   ELW 677 

1 This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 

 this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 

 this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 

 let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

 

2 Ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 

 ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 

 ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 

 let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

 

3 Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 

 Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 

 Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 

 let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
Text: African American spiritual 

 

DISMISSAL              

P: Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SERMON NOTES 
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32747 Lake Road 

Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 
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Pastor: Jeff Steeber  revsteeber@gmail.com    Pastor’s cell: (440) 241-1375 

Office Administrator: Heather Nordman 

Organist: Randi Smarsh  Custodian: Bill Higgins 

 

 

http://www.christlutheranavonlake.org/

