
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through Worship, Learning and Sharing.” 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Saturday, September 2, 2017 

 

 



 

 

 

WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 

regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 

congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 

long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 

please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 

information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 

displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  

 

For those with children - We encourage you to have your children participate in 

worship.  They learn about worship and faith by being involved. Coloring and 

activity bags are available just outside the sanctuary doors.  

 

Holy Communion - All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and 

forgiveness.  All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune 

with us.  The table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, 

forgiveness, strength, and wisdom for ministry and mission to the world. If you 

have questions about the sacrament, or if you wish to receive instruction on the 

Christian faith, you are invited to speak with Pastor Jeff following the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GATHERING SONG “Precious Memories” 

Precious memories, unseen angels, 

Sent from somewhere to my soul, 

How they linger, ever near me 

And the sacred past unfolds 

 

Refrain 

Precious Memories how they linger 

How they ever flood my soul 

In the stillness of the midnight 

Precious sacred scenes unfold 

 

As I travel down life's pathway 

Knowing not what the years may hold 

As I ponder hopes grow fonder 

Precious memories flood my soul   Refrain 

 

Precious father loving mother  

Fly across the lonely years 

And old home scenes from my childhood 

In fond memory appear     Refrain 
J. B. F. Wright 

Capitol CMG Publishing 
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INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, the 

one who reforms us again and again. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power.  Source of all life, 

C: We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We fear that 

we are not good enough. We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we 

expect others to earn it. We turn the church inward, rather than moving it 

outward. Forgive us. Stir us. Reform us to be a church powered by love, willing 

to speak for what is right, act for what is just, and seek the healing of your whole 

creation.  Amen. 
P: God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and to empower our lives in the 

world. Our sins are forgiven, ☩ God’s love is unconditional, and we are raised up as 

God’s people who will always be made new, in the name of Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 

GREETING            

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.            

C: And also with you. 

 

SONG    “Are You Washed in the Blood” 

Have you been to Jesus for the cleansing power? 

Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 

Are you fully trusting in His grace this hour? 

Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 

 

Refrain 

Are you washed…. in the blood…., 

In the soul-cleansing blood of the Lamb? 

Are your garments spotless, are they white as snow? 

Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb?  

**repeat last line after final chorus** 

 

Lay aside the garments that are stained with sin 

And be washed in the blood of the Lamb. 

There's a fountain flowing for the soul unclean. 

O, be washed in the blood of the Lamb!   Refrain 



 

Are you walking daily by the savior’s side 

Are you washed in the blood of the lamb 

Do you rest each moment in the Crucified 

Are you washed in the blood of the lamb   Refrain 
Author: Elisha A. Hoffman (1878) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray.   

C: O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the 

sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, 

and give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord.  Amen. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit  

 

LESSON      ROMANS 12:9-21 
P: The lesson is from Romans, the 12

th
 chapter. 

9
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 

10
love one another 

with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 
11

Do not lag in zeal, be 

ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 
12

Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in 

prayer. 
13

Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 
14

Bless 

those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 
15

Rejoice with those who 

rejoice, weep with those who weep. 
16

Live in harmony with one another; do not be 

haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 
17

Do not 

repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 
18

If it 

is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 
19

Beloved, never 

avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance 

is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 
20

No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if 

they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap 

burning coals on their heads.” 
21

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 

good. 
P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

 

 



 

GOSPEL     MATTHEW 16:21-28   

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 16
th

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
21

From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began 

to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the 

hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be 

raised. 
22

And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, 

Lord! This must never happen to you.” 
23

But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind 

me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on 

divine things but on human things.” 
24

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to 

become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 

me. 
25

For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life 

for my sake will find it. 
26

For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but 

forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 
27

“For the Son of Man 

is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone 

for what has been done. 
28

Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not 

taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
P: The gospel of the Lord!  

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

SERMON        PASTOR JEFF STEEBER  

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

SONG OF THE DAY “His Eye Is on the Sparrow” 

Why should I feel discouraged, why should the shadows come, 

Why should my heart be lonely, and long for heav’n and home, 

When Jesus is my portion? My constant Friend is He: 

His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me; 

His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me. 

 

Refrain 

I sing because I’m happy, I sing because I’m free, 

For His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me. 

 

 



 

 “Let not your heart be troubled,” His tender word I hear, 

And resting on His goodness, I lose my doubts and fears; 

Though by the path He leadeth, but one step I may see; 

His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me; 

His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me. Refrain 

 

Whenever I am tempted, whenever clouds arise, 

When songs give place to sighing, when hope within me dies, 

I draw the closer to Him, from care He sets me free; 

His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me; 

His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me. Refrain 
Lyrics by Civilla D. Martin  
Music byCharles H. Gabriel 

Public Domain 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 

in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As 

you come forward, you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. 

After the singing of “Jesus, Lamb of God,” those receiving communion will be 

invited to kneel or stand next to the communion railing. All are welcome to receive 

Holy Communion. Communion is by intinction: receive the bread, dip the bread 

into the cup, then consume the body and blood of Christ. If you are unable to come 

forward, Holy Communion can be brought to you. 

 

 

 

 



 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: Open to the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all of 

God’s creation. 

A brief silence 

 

P: We pray for the church and its mission. Make your church ready to lose its life for 

your sake. Unite it in service, sustain it in suffering, and let its love for others be 

genuine.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: We pray for the earth and its well-being. Make us mindful of the gifts you have 

labored to give us, and inspire us to commit ourselves to their care.  Lord, in your 

mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: We pray for the nations and their leaders. Overcome evil with good. Show us how 

to live peaceably with all. Teach us how to love our enemies.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: We pray for those in any need. Provide for the hungry. Rescue the persecuted. 

Bless those who advocate for fair and safe working conditions and for just and livable 

wages.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

P: We pray for this community and its ministry. Move us to persevere in prayer, to 

extend hospitality to strangers, to rejoice with those who rejoice, and to weep with 

those who weep (especially...).  Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

P: Alpha and Omega, we give thanks for all the saints who now rest from their labors. 

Keep us in union with them until we are joined around your throne.  Lord, in your 

mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting the 

power of Christ and the gifts of the Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: As we gather around this table tonight, we remember how in the night in which he 

was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

LORD'S PRAYER            

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

SONG      “Jesus, Lamb of God”   

Jesus, Lamb of God,   

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.  Repeat   

   

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

P: Let us pray, 

C: Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that form 

us to be humble and courageous.  May your words come to life in our serving 

and in our witness, that we might speak a living voice of healing and justice to 

all the world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P: God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being; Jesus Christ, savior of 

the world, raising the dead; Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the 

church: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

  

 

 

 

          



 

SENDING SONG  “When the Saints Go Marching In” 

Refrain 

Oh, when the saints go marching in, 

Oh, when the saints go marching in, 

I want to be in that number, 

When the saints go marching in. 

 

And when the sun refuse to shine, 

Oh, when the sun refuse to shine, 

I want to be in that number, 

When the sun refuse to shine.  Refrain 

 

And when the moon turns into blood, 

Oh, when the moon turns into blood, 

I want to be in that number 

When the moon turns into blood. Refrain 

 

**Repeat more slowly** 

I want to be in that number, 

When the saints go marching in. 
Traditional, Public Domain 

 

DISMISSAL              

P: Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SERMON NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 

Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 

Phone: (440) 933-6263   

celc.mainoffice@gmail.com  www.christlutheranavonlake.org 

Pastor: Jeff Steeber  revsteeber@gmail.com    Pastor’s cell: (440) 241-1375 

Office Administrator: Heather Nordman 

Organist: Randi Smarsh  Custodian: Bill Higgins 
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