
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through Worship, Learning and Sharing.” 

 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Saturday, September 23, 2017 

 

 



WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 

regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 

congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 

long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 

please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 

information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 

displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  

 

For those with children - We encourage you to have your children participate in 

worship.  They learn about worship and faith by being involved. Coloring and 

activity bags are available just outside the sanctuary doors.  

 

Holy Communion - All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and 

forgiveness.  All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune 

with us.  The table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, 

forgiveness, strength, and wisdom for ministry and mission to the world. If you 

have questions about the sacrament, or if you wish to receive instruction on the 

Christian faith, you are invited to speak with Pastor Jeff following the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

      

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GATHERING SONG  “Come, Now is the Time to Worship” 

Refrain  

Come, now is the time to worship. 

Come, now is the time to give your heart. 

Come, just as you are to worship. 

Come, just as you are before your God. 

Come. 

 

Verse 1 

One day every tongue will confess You are God. 

One day every knee will bow. 

Still the greatest treasure remains, 

For those who gladly choose You now.    Refrain 
 

                © 1998 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire)  
(Admin. by Vineyard Music UK) 

    Brian Doerksen 

    CCLI License No. 2032159 

 

INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the ☩  holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, 

the one who reforms us again and again. 

C: Amen. 
P: Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power.  Source of all life, 

C: We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We fear that 

we are not good enough. We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we 

expect others to earn it. We turn the church inward, rather than moving it 

outward. Forgive us. Stir us. Reform us to be a church powered by love, willing 

to speak for what is right, act for what is just, and seek the healing of your whole 

creation. Amen.  
P: God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and to empower our lives in the 

world. Our sins are forgiven, ☩ God’s love is unconditional, and we are raised up as 

God’s people who will always be made new, in the name of Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 

 

 



GREETING            

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.            

C: And also with you. 

 

SONG   “Borning Cry”       ELW 732 

"I was there to hear your borning cry, 

I'll be there when you are old. 

I rejoiced the day you were baptized 

to see your life unfold. 

I was there when you were but a child, 

with a faith to suit you well; 

in a blaze of light you wandered off 

to find where demons dwell." 

 

"When you heard the wonder of the Word 

I was there to cheer you on; 

you were raised to praise the living Lord, 

to whom you now belong. 

If you find someone to share your time 

and you join your hearts as one, 

I'll be there to make your verses rhyme 

from dusk till rising sun." 

 

"In the middle ages of your life, 

not too old, no longer young, 

I'll be there to guide you through the night, 

complete what I've begun. 

When the evening gently closes in 

and you shut your weary eyes, 

I'll be there as I have always been, 

with just one more surprise." 

 

"I was there to hear your borning cry, 

I'll be there when you are old. 

I rejoiced the day you were baptized 

to see your life unfold." 
 

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937 
Text © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

C: Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your 

servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful 

judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

LESSON    PHILIPPIANS 1:21-30 
P: The lesson is from Philippians, the 1

st
 chapter. 

21
For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 

22
If I am to live in the flesh, that means 

fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 
23

I am hard pressed between 

the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 
24

but to remain 

in the flesh is more necessary for you. 
25

Since I am convinced of this, I know that I 

will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 
26

so that I 

may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you 

again. 
27

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, 

whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are 

standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the 

gospel, 
28

and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence 

of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 
29

For he has 

graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering 

for him as well—
30

since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now 

hear that I still have. 

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 
 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL     MATTHEW 20:1-16   

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 20
th

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 
1
“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went 

out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 
2
After agreeing with the 

laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 
3
When he went out 

about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 
4
and he said to 

them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they 

went. 
5
When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the 

same. 
6
And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he 

said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 
7
They said to him, ‘Because 

no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 
8
When 

evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and 

give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 
9
When those 

hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 
10

Now 

when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also 

received the usual daily wage. 
11

And when they received it, they grumbled against 

the landowner, 
12

saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them 

equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 
13

But he 

replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me 

for the usual daily wage? 
14

Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this 

last the same as I give to you. 
15

Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 

belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 
16

So the last will be first, 

and the first will be last.” 
P: The gospel of the Lord!  

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

SERMON        PASTOR JEFF STEEBER 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SONG OF THE DAY “Thy Word” 

Refrain 

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 

And a light unto my path 

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 

And a light unto my path 

Verse 1 

When I feel afraid, think I've lost my way, 

Still you’re there right beside me, 

And nothing will I fear as long as You are near. 

Please be near me to the end.  Refrain 

Verse 2 

I will not forget Your love for me,  

And yet my heart forever is wandering. 

Jesus, be my guide and hold me to Your side, 

I will love You to the end.   Refrain  
© 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company | Word Music, LLC (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) Amy Grant | Michael W. Smith. All rights Reserved. 

www.ccli.com  CCLI License No. 2032159 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 

in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As 

you come forward, you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. 

After the singing of “Jesus, Lamb of God,” those receiving communion will be 

invited to kneel or stand next to the communion railing. All are welcome to receive 

Holy Communion. Communion is by intinction: receive the bread, dip the bread 

into the cup, then consume the body and blood of Christ. If you are unable to come 

forward, Holy Communion can be brought to you. 

http://www.ccli.com/


PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: Open to the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all of 

God’s creation. 

A brief silence 

P: Let us pray for the church and its ministry. Unite us in one Spirit, striving side by 

side with one mind for the faith of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: God who stretched the spangled heavens, we thank and praise you for the gift of 

the sun, moon, stars, mountains, valleys, grasslands, and deserts. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: God of great mercy and love, you show faithfulness and kindness to the world 

every day. Guard those who suffer because of dishonest policies, corrupt 

government, or unfair labor practices. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: God, you provide for all our needs. We pray for those who are homeless, jobless, 

or hopeless. We pray for those who are forgotten, ignored, or isolated. We pray for all 

in any need especially... Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: We pray for our congregation and our neighborhood. Accompany us wherever we 

are on our journey of faith. Give us joy in the present and hope for the future. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: God of endings and beginnings, we remember before you all the faithful departed. 

Comfort those who mourn. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting the 

power of Christ and the gifts of the Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: As we gather around this table tonight, we remember how in the night in which he 

was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

 



LORD'S PRAYER            

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

SONG      “Jesus, Lamb of God”   

Jesus, Lamb of God,   

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.  Repeat   

       

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

P: Let us pray, 

C: Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that form 

us to be humble and courageous.  May your words come to life in our serving 

and in our witness, that we might speak a living voice of healing and justice to 

all the world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P: God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being; Jesus Christ, savior of 

the world, raising the dead; Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the 

church: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SENDING SONG  “Change My Heart O God” 

Change my heart, O God; 

make it ever true. 

Change my heart, O God; 

may I be like you. 

You are the potter; 

I am the clay. 

Mold me and make me; 

this is what I pray. 

Change my heart, O God; 

make it ever true. 

Change my heart, O God; 

may I be like you. 
Text: Eddie Espinosa, b. 1953 

Text © 1982 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing, admin. Music Services 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 

DISMISSAL              

P: Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SERMON NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 

Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 

Phone: (440) 933-6263   

celc.mainoffice@gmail.com  www.christlutheranavonlake.org 

Pastor: Jeff Steeber  revsteeber@gmail.com    Pastor’s cell: (440) 241-1375 

Office Administrator: Heather Nordman 

Organist: Randi Smarsh  Custodian: Bill Higgins 
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