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ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through Worship, Learning and Sharing.” 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Saturday, September 30, 2017 

 



2 
 

 

WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 

regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 

congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 

long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 

please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 

information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 

displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  

 

For those with children - We encourage you to have your children participate in 

worship.  They learn about worship and faith by being involved. Coloring and 

activity bags are available just outside the sanctuary doors.  

 

Holy Communion - All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and 

forgiveness.  All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune 

with us.  The table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, 

forgiveness, strength, and wisdom for ministry and mission to the world. If you 

have questions about the sacrament, or if you wish to receive instruction on the 

Christian faith, you are invited to speak with Pastor Jeff following the service. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

  

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GATHERING SONG “Angel Band” 

My latest sun is sinking fast 

My race is nearly run 

My longest trials now are past 

My triumph has begun 

 

Refrain 

Oh come angel band 

Come and around me stand 

Bear me away on your snow white wings 

To my immortal home 

Bear me away on your snow white wings 

To my immortal home 

 

Oh bear my longing soul to him 

Who bled and died for me 

Whose blood now cleanses from all sins 

And brings me victory   Refrain 

 

I know I'm near the holy ranks 

Of friends and kindred dear 

I brush the dew on Jordan's banks 

The crossing must be near  Refrain 

 

I've almost gained my heavenly home 

My spirit loudly sings 

The holy ones, behold they come 

I hear the noise of wings   Refrain 
Words by Jefferson Hascall 

Music by William Batchelder Bradbury 

Public Domain 
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INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the ☩  holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, 

the one who reforms us again and again. 

C: Amen. 
P: Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power.  Source of all life, 

C: We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We fear that 

we are not good enough. We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we 

expect others to earn it. We turn the church inward, rather than moving it 

outward. Forgive us. Stir us. Reform us to be a church powered by love, willing 

to speak for what is right, act for what is just, and seek the healing of your whole 

creation. Amen.  
P: God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and to empower our lives in the 

world. Our sins are forgiven, ☩ God’s love is unconditional, and we are raised up as 

God’s people who will always be made new, in the name of Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen.     

GREETING            

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.           

 

SALUTATION            

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

SONG  “Wicked Path of Sin” 

In this awful world of sorrow 

In this wicked path of sin 

Never thinking ‘bout tomorrow 

Or what I’d lose in the end. 

 

Refrain 

Oh I can hear the joy bells ringing 

Where my friends and loved ones wait 

I can hear the angels singing 

Just inside that pearly gate. 
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I can hear my Savior calling 

“Won’t you come unto me? 

I’ll wash away your sins forever 

And you shall live eternally.”  Refrain 

  

Now I’m safe with my Jesus 

He will guide me on my way 

I will sing his praise forever 

We’ll meet in heaven some sweet day. Refrain 
Written by: BILL MONROE 

Lyrics © Peermusic Publishing, BMG RIGHTS MANAGEMENT US, LLC 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

C: God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your 

grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us 

in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

LESSON: PHILIPPIANS 2:1-13 

P: The lesson is from Philippians, the 2
nd

 chapter. 
1
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing 

in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 
2
make my joy complete: be of the same 

mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 
3
Do nothing from 

selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than 

yourselves. 
4
Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of 

others. 
5
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,

6
who, though he was in 

the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 
7
but 

emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being 

found in human form, 
8
he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of 

death— even death on a cross. 
9
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him 

the name that is above every name, 
10

so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 

bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11

and every tongue should confess 

that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
12

Therefore, my beloved, just 

as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my 

absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 
13

for it is God who is 

at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
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P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God!          

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 21:23-32         

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21
st
 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
23

When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came 

to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, 

and who gave you this authority?” 
24

Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one 

question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do 

these things. 
25

Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 

origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to 

us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 
26

But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are 

afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 
27

So they answered Jesus, “We 

do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am 

doing these things. 
28

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first 

and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 
29

He answered, ‘I will not’; but 

later he changed his mind and went. 
30

The father went to the second and said the 

same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 
31

Which of the two did the will 

of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax 

collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 
32

For 

John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax 

collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not 

change your minds and believe him.” 
P: The gospel of the Lord!  

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

SERMON           PASTOR JEFF STEEBER 

 

 The congregation is invited to stand 
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SONG OF THE DAY “The Old Rugged Cross” 

 On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross, 

The emblem of suff’ring and shame; 

And I love that old cross where the dearest and best 

For a world of lost sinners was slain. 

  

Refrain  

So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, 

Till my trophies at last I lay down; 

I will cling to the old rugged cross, 

And exchange it some day for a crown. 

 

 Oh, that old rugged cross, so despised by the world, 

Has a wondrous attraction for me; 

For the dear Lamb of God left His glory above 

To bear it to dark Calvary.  Refrain 

 

 In that old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine, 

A wondrous beauty I see, 

For ’twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died, 

To pardon and sanctify me.  Refrain 

  

 To the old rugged cross I will ever be true; 

Its shame and reproach gladly bear; 

Then He’ll call me some day to my home far away, 

Where His glory forever I’ll share. Refrain 
 George Bennard 

Public Domain 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 

in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As 

you come forward, you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. 

After the singing of “Jesus, Lamb of God,” those receiving communion will be 

invited to kneel or stand next to the communion railing. All are welcome to receive 

Holy Communion. Communion is by intinction: receive the bread, dip the bread 

into the cup, then consume the body and blood of Christ. If you are unable to come 

forward, Holy Communion can be brought to you. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: Open to the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all of 

God’s creation. 

A brief silence 

 

P: We pray for the mission of the gospel. Unite your church in its proclamation and 

witness. Let the same mind be in us that is in Christ Jesus. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: Creator God, you provide daily for our nourishment. Bless fields and orchards, 

oceans and lakes, birds and animals, insects and fish. Sustain those who harvest your 

life-sustaining bounty. Help us share the gifts you have freely given. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: God of the nations, give all your people the mind of Christ. Guide national and 

international leaders to advocate for policies that look to the interests of the most 

vulnerable. Humble us when we question your mercy toward those who are different 

from us. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: Self-emptying God, stir up compassion for those in need. Send your Spirit to those 

who are in crisis, troubled, weary, or discouraged especially for . . . Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: We pray for our congregation and community. Guide our deliberations over 

difficult decisions. Strengthen our commitment to our ministries. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
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P: Gracious God, we give thanks for the saints whose tongues confessed Jesus Christ 

as Lord. Keep us confident in your promises until we join them in endless praise. 

Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting the 

power of Christ and the gifts of the Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

        

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: As we gather around this table tonight, we remember how in the night in which he 

was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER            

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

SONG      “Jesus, Lamb of God”   

Jesus, Lamb of God,   

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.  Repeat   

 

COMMUNION 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

P: Let us pray, 

C: Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that form 

us to be humble and courageous.  May your words come to life in our serving 

and in our witness, that we might speak a living voice of healing and justice to 

all the world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer.  Amen. 
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BLESSING 

P: God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being; Jesus Christ, savior of 

the world, raising the dead; Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the 

church: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG  “When the Roll Is Called Up Yonder” 

When the trumpet of the Lord shall sound and time shall be no more 

And the morning breaks eternal bright and fair 

When the saved on earth shall gather over on the other shore 

And the roll is called up yonder I'll be there 

 

Refrain 

When the roll (when the roll) is called up yonder 

When the roll (when the roll) is called up yonder 

When the roll (when the roll) is called up yonder 

When the roll is called up yonder, I'll be there 

 

On that bright and cloudless morning when the dead in Christ shall rise 

And the glory of His resurrection share 

When His chosen ones shall gather to their home beyond the skies 

And the roll is called up yonder, I'll be there   Refrain 

 

Let us labor for the Master from the dawn til setting sun 

Let us talk of all His wondrous love and care 

Then when all of life is over and our work on earth is done 

And the roll is called up yonder, I'll be there   Refrain 
James M. Black 

Public Domain 

 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 

Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 

Phone: (440) 933-6263   

celc@centurytel.net  www.christlutheranavonlake.org 

Pastor: Jeff Steeber  revsteeber@gmail.com    Pastor’s cell: (440) 241-1375 

Office Administrator: Heather Nordman 

Organist: Randi Smarsh  Custodian: Bill Higgins 
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