
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through Worship, Learning and Sharing.” 

 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Saturday, September 9, 2017 

 

 



WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 

regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 

congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 

long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 

please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 

information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 

displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  

 

For those with children - We encourage you to have your children participate in 

worship.  They learn about worship and faith by being involved. Coloring and 

activity bags are available just outside the sanctuary doors.  

 

Holy Communion - All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and 

forgiveness.  All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune 

with us.  The table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, 

forgiveness, strength, and wisdom for ministry and mission to the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GATHERING SONG  “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” ELW 836 

1 Joyful, joyful we adore thee, 

 God of glory, Lord of love! 

 Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee, 

 praising thee, their sun above. 

 Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 

 drive the gloom of doubt away. 

 Giver of immortal gladness,  

 fill us with the light of day. 

 

2 All thy works with joy surround thee, 

 earth and heav'n reflect thy rays, 

 stars and angels sing around thee, 

 center of unbroken praise. 

 Field and forest, vale and mountain, 

 flow'ry meadow, flashing sea, 

 chanting bird, and flowing fountain 

 call us to rejoice in thee. 

 

3 Thou art giving and forgiving, 

 ever blessing, ever blest, 

 wellspring of the joy of living, 

 ocean-depth of happy rest! 

 Thou our Father, Christ our brother, 

 all who live in love are thine; 

 teach us how to love each other, 

 lift us to the joy divine! 
 
Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922 

 

INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, 

the one who reforms us again and again. 

C: Amen. 
 



P: Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power.  Source of all life, 

C: We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We fear that 

we are not good enough. We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we 

expect others to earn it. We turn the church inward, rather than moving it 

outward. Forgive us. Stir us. Reform us to be a church powered by love, willing 

to speak for what is right, act for what is just, and seek the healing of your whole 

creation. Amen.  
P: God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and to empower our lives in the 

world. Our sins are forgiven, ☩ God’s love is unconditional, and we are raised up as 

God’s people who will always be made new, in the name of Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 

GREETING            

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.            

C: And also with you. 

 

SONG   “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”   ELW 656 

1 Blest be the tie that binds 

 our hearts in Christian love; 

 the unity of heart and mind 

 is like to that above. 

 

2 Before our Father's throne 

 we pour our ardent prayers; 

 our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

 our comforts and our cares. 

 

3 We share our mutual woes, 

 our mutual burdens bear, 

 and often for each other flows 

 the sympathizing tear. 

 

4 From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

 and sin we shall be free; 

 and perfect love and friendship reign 

 through all eternity. 
 
Text: John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt. 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

C: O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. 

Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is 

harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

LESSON    ROMANS 13:8-14 
P: The lesson is from Romans, the 13

th
 chapter. 

8
Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another 

has fulfilled the law. 
9
The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You 

shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other 

commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as 

yourself.” 
10

Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the 

law.
11

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to 

wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 

believers; 
12

the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of 

darkness and put on the armor of light; 
13

let us live honorably as in the day, not in 

reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling 

and jealousy. 
14

Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the 

flesh, to gratify its desires. 

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GOSPEL     MATTHEW 18:15-20   

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18
th

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 
15

“If another member of the church sins against you, go 

and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, 

you have regained that one. 
16

But if you are not listened to, take one or two others 

along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or 

three witnesses. 
17

If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if 

the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a 

Gentile and a tax collector. 
18

Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 



heaven. 
19

Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you 

ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 
20

For where two or three are 

gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 

P: The gospel of the Lord!  

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

SERMON       PASTOR LORANELL BREYLY 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

SONG OF THE DAY   “In All Our Grief”   ELW 615 

1 In all our grief and fear we turn to you. 

 O God, you know all that we think or do, 

 you know the pain we put each other through. 

  

Refrain 

Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy,  

Lord, grant us peace. 

 

2 Help us to put aside the angry word, 

 the clenching fist, the wish and will to hurt. 

 Teach us the way in which love best is served.  Refrain 

  

3 You did not even spare your only Son. 

 He lived our griefs and bore all evil done, 

 but through his cross, redemption has been won.  Refrain 

 

4 God, when we suffer all that we can bear, 

 then let us know that you in truth are near 

 and will not leave us lost in all our fear.  Refrain 
 
Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993 

Text © 1991 GIA Publications Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 

in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 



died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As 

you come forward, you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. 

After the singing of “Jesus, Lamb of God,” those receiving communion will be 

invited to kneel or stand next to the communion railing. All are welcome to receive 

Holy Communion. Communion is by intinction: receive the bread, dip the bread 

into the cup, then consume the body and blood of Christ. If you are unable to come 

forward, Holy Communion can be brought to you. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: Open to the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all of 

God’s creation. 

A brief silence 

P: We pray for the church universal. Reconcile our differences. Forgive our 

divisions. Unite us at your table. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: For your creation. Increase our stewardship of all that you have given to us. Let the 

earth flourish for those who come after us. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: For peace in the world. End conflicts among nations. Help leaders and citizens 

truly to listen to one another and to act for the good of all. Teach us by your example. 

Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: For all those in need. Bind up our hurts. Heal divisions in our families, friendships, 

and neighborhoods. Comfort those who need your special care especially... Hear us, 

O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 



P: For this congregation. Make us signs of your love and forgiveness in this 

community and in the world. Help us to grow in our love for one another. Hear us, O 

God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: In thanksgiving for all the faithful witnesses who put on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Keep us faithful until the day we rejoice in your majesty with them. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting the 

power of Christ and the gifts of the Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: As we gather around this table tonight, we remember how in the night in which he 

was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

LORD'S PRAYER            

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

SONG      “Jesus, Lamb of God”   

Jesus, Lamb of God,   

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.  Repeat   

    

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

P: Let us pray, 

C: You give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our life and our labor. 

Take them, offered in great thanksgiving, and use them to set a table that will 

heal the whole creation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Light. Amen. 

 

 



BLESSING 

P: God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being; Jesus Christ, savior of 

the world, raising the dead; Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the 

church: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

           

SENDING SONG  “Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death” ELW 452 

1 Awake, O sleeper, rise from death, 

 and Christ shall give you light; 

 so learn his love, its length and breadth, 

 its fullness, depth, and height. 

   

2 To us on earth he came to bring 

 from sin and fear release, 

 to give the Spirit's unity, 

 the very bond of peace. 

 

3 There is one body and one hope, 

 one Spirit and one call, 

 one Lord, one faith, and one baptism, 

 one God who made us all. 

 

4 Then walk in love as Christ has loved, 

 who died that he might save; 

 with kind and gentle hearts forgive 

 as God in Christ forgave. 

 

5 For us Christ lived, for us he died, 

 and conquered in the strife. 

 Awake, arise, go forth in faith, 

 and Christ shall give you life. 
 

Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984 
Text © 1980 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 

DISMISSAL              

P: Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 



SERMON NOTES 
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32747 Lake Road 
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Pastor: Jeff Steeber  revsteeber@gmail.com    Pastor’s cell: (440) 241-1375 

Office Administrator: Heather Nordman 
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