
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through Worship, Learning and Sharing.” 

 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Saturday, August 12, 2017 

 

 



 

WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 

regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 

congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 

long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 

please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 

information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 

displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  

 

For those with children - We encourage you to have your children participate in 

worship.  They learn about worship and faith by being involved. Coloring and 

activity bags are available just outside the sanctuary doors.  

 

Holy Communion - All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and 

forgiveness.  All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune 

with us.  The table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, 

forgiveness, strength, and wisdom for ministry and mission to the world. If you 

have questions about the sacrament, or if you wish to receive instruction on the 

Christian faith, you are invited to speak with Pastor Jeff following the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GATHERING SONG  “When Peace Like A River”  ELW 785 

1 When peace like a river attendeth my way, 

 when sorrows like sea billows roll, 

 whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 

 it is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

Refrain 

 It is well (it is well) 

 with my soul, (with my soul,) 

 it is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 

 let this blest assurance control, 

 that Christ hath regarded my helpless estate, 

 and hath shed his own blood for my soul.    Refrain 

 

INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩  one God, full of compassion and mercy, 

abounding in steadfast love. 

C: Amen. 
P: Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one 

another. Eternal God our creator, 

C: In you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your children, 

the work of your hands. Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse us from proud 

thoughts and empty desires. By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and 

our strength; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
P: Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to 

us. In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and 

for his sake, God ☩ forgives you all your sins. 

C: Amen. 

 

 



 

GREETING            

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.            

C: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray.   

C: O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be 

afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from 

fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  Amen. 
 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

SONG    “When Peace Like A River”   ELW 785 

3 He lives--oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; 

 my sin, not in part, but the whole, 

 is nailed to his cross and I bear it no more. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!   Refrain 

 

4 Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be sight, 

 the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

 the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 

 even so it is well with my soul.      Refrain 
Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888 

 

LESSON    ROMANS 10:5-15 
P: The lesson is from Romans, the 10

th
 chapter. 

5
Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the 

person who does these things will live by them.” 
6
But the righteousness that comes 

from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, 

to bring Christ down) 
7
“or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring 

Christ up from the dead). 
8
But what does it say? “The word is near you, on your lips 

and in your heart”(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 
9
because if you 

confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised 

him from the dead, you will be saved. 
10

For one believes with the heart and so is 

justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 
11

The scripture says, 

“No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 
12

For there is no distinction 

between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call 



 

on him. 
13

For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  
14

But 

how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 

believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 

someone to proclaim him? 
15

And how are they to proclaim him unless they are 

sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GOSPEL   MATTHEW 14:22-33   

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 14
th

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
22

[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side [of 

the Sea of Galilee], while he dismissed the crowds.
23

And after he had dismissed the 

crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was 

there alone, 
24

but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the 

land, for the wind was against them. 
25

And early in the morning he came walking 

toward them on the sea. 
26

But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they 

were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 
27

But immediately 

Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”  
28

Peter 

answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 
29

He 

said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came 

toward Jesus. 
30

But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and 

beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 
31

Jesus immediately reached out 

his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you 

doubt?” 
32

When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 
33

And those in the boat 

worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

P: The gospel of the Lord!  

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

BLESSINGS OF THE BACKPACKS  PASTOR JEFF STEEBER 

 

SERMON        PASTOR JEFF STEEBER 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 



 

SONG OF THE DAY “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine”  ELW 774  

1 What a fellowship, what a joy divine, 

 leaning on the everlasting arms; 

 what a blessedness, what a peace is mine, 

 leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 

Refrain 

 Leaning, leaning, (leaning on Jesus, leaning on Jesus,) 

 safe and secure from all alarms; 

 leaning, leaning, (leaning on Jesus, leaning on Jesus,) 

 leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 

2 Oh, how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way, 

 leaning on the everlasting arms; 

 oh, how bright the path grows from day to day, 

 leaning on the everlasting arms.      Refrain 

 

3 What have I to dread, what have I to fear, 

 leaning on the everlasting arms? 

 I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, 

 leaning on the everlasting arms.      Refrain 
 

Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 

in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 



 

Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As 

you come forward, you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. 

After the singing of “Jesus, Lamb of God,” those receiving communion will be 

invited to kneel or stand next to the communion railing. All are welcome to receive 

Holy Communion. Communion is by intinction: receive the bread, dip the bread 

into the cup, then consume the body and blood of Christ. If you are unable to come 

forward, Holy Communion can be brought to you. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: Generous, compassionate God, we gather before you to pray for the church, the 

world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

 

P: O God our ruler, continue to send out your church on earth to be light and salt to 

the world. Keep giving us the heart to do your work.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

P: O God our creator, you quiet the seas and silence the wind. Restore your creation 

to the perfection and beauty you spoke into being.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: O God our redeemer, inspire leaders with the righteousness that comes from faith, 

so that your justice thrives throughout the world.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: O God our sustainer, comfort those who are lonely, fearful, or burdened by doubt. 

Give meaningful work to those who seek employment. Walk with those who are 

grieving or ill, and with all who face the last days of their lives (especially...).  Lord, 

in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: O God our encourager, empower this assembly to boldly proclaim and live out 

your love to all who long to hear a word of hope and kindness. Equip us to use our 

hands, feet, voices, and minds to share the bounty you have given us.  Lord, in your 

mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: O God our savior, we rejoice in the example of the saints who have gone before us 

until we join them around your throne.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Into your hands we place all our prayers, spoken and unspoken, trusting in the 

mercy of Christ Jesus. 

C: Amen.  



 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: As we gather around this table tonight, we remember how in the night in which he 

was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER            

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

SONG      “Jesus, Lamb of God”   

Jesus, Lamb of God,   

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.  Repeat   

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you in his 

grace. 

C: Amen.  

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

P: Let us pray, 

C: Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and cup, 

but your very self, that we may feast on your great love.  Filled again by these 

signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of justice, may we thirst for 

your way of peace, for you are Lord forevermore.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

BLESSING 

P: May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or 

imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and 

Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

           

SENDING SONG   “Jesus Loves Me!”     ELW 595 

1 Jesus loves me! this I know, 

 for the Bible tells me so; 

 little ones to him belong, 

 they are weak, but he is strong. 

 

Refrain 

 Yes, Jesus loves me, 

 yes, Jesus loves me, 

 yes, Jesus loves me, 

 the Bible tells me so. 

 

2 Jesus loves me! he who died 

 heaven's gates to open wide; 

 he will wash away my sin, 

 let his little child come in.  Refrain 

 

3 Jesus loves me! he will stay 

 close beside me all the way; 

 when at last I come to die, 

 he will take me home on high.  Refrain 

 
Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt. 

 

DISMISSAL              

P: Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SERMON NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 

Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 

Phone: (440) 933-6263   

celc.mainoffice@gmail.com  www.christlutheranavonlake.org 

Pastor: Jeff Steeber  revsteeber@gmail.com    Pastor’s cell: (440) 241-1375 

Office Administrator: Heather Nordman 

Organist: Randi Smarsh  Custodian: Bill Higgins 
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