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Inside this issue 

“So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your 
minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 3 for 
you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.” (Col. 
3:1-3 NRS) 

In a recent visioning activity that I lead with our congregation 
council I asked this question, “Please make a list of the top three 
priorities that you believe must be met at CELC, when it comes to 
decision making.” I gave our leaders several minutes to come up 
with their responses, and then I had them share their answers. 

Their statements regarding the top three priorities, when it comes 
to decision making at CELC, were quite thoughtful and insightful. 
The general themes that were mentioned were as follows:   

Do what’s best for the congregation 

Consider CELC’s financial status 

Limit harm done to our members 

Serve our congregation and our community 

Use our gifts to lead and equip others 

Keep lines of communication open 

Reinforce the decisions that have been made 

If you were in the room with our council when I asked the question 
about priorities, what type of answers might you have given? 
Would they resemble what you see above? Would they take on a 
different direction than those offered by our elected leaders? 
Would your answers come to you easily, or would you need some 
time to pray about them? Is there anything that you think is missing 
from the list? 



I truly value the statements made by our council. Discussion about the current mindset/culture of our         
congregation can only help us gain a better understanding of who we are as a community of faith, as well as 
draw upon the views and gifts of one another. Since I believe that open communication benefits us, I decided 
to share my three top priorities with our council. For the sake of this article, I will speak to the first priority 
that I listed, as I believe that beyond the first one, the order can be debated.  

Priority 1: What would Jesus say about the issue? 

When I wrote my first answer on the dry erase board, there was a physical response from those gathered, a 
knowing sigh, as soon as I wrote the name “Jesus.” My perception of their reaction was that they thought, 
“Oh, we should have known to put Jesus at the top of our lists too.” The beauty of this answer, which I 100% 
believe needs to be the basis for literally every decision we make as a congregation, is that there is no valid 
argument against putting it first. Maybe, at the times when we don’t list it, it’s because it is assumed that it is 
our main priority. Maybe, when we are making decisions about things that do not seem that spiritual in      
nature, we don’t always think to include Jesus in the decision-making process. Does Jesus really care how 
much of our worship liturgy we include in our weekly bulletins? Are we supposed to believe that Jesus has an 
opinion about how long we leave the lights on in the building after a worship service, while people are still in 
the building? Would Jesus have a strong opinion on how we interact with our Preschool ministry? 

To all of those hypothetical/real questions, I would answer “Yes, Jesus does have something to say about all 
of those things. And because Jesus has something to say, we should listen to him.” The truth is that we will 
often fail to live up to God’s will or calling for our lives. We thank God for the forgiveness we are offered 
when we do fall short. However, just because we may not always achieve the perfection of God does not 
mean that we should ever stop seeking the things that are above, that we should stop seeking God. We will 
always be able to debate and discuss the direction of our ministries. We will always bring our various beliefs 
and understandings to the table to share with our fellow members, our brothers and sisters in Christ. We will 
probably fail to agree on many topics. And yet, there is one topic on which we are always called to hold as 
our center, and that priority is knowing that if we are not seeking Christ first, then the rest of our priorities are 
of relatively little importance. 

 

          In Christ’s Peace, 

          Pastor Jeff Steeber   + 

 

 

 

Property Corner 

╬ Did you know that our property team is here to provide our church with continuous maintenance of our 
building and grounds?  More over we aim to use our property and assets to help grow the church and    
support the spreading of the gospel of Jesus.  The team does upkeep of the building, equipment, furniture, 
and grounds - volunteering their time and trying to best use what God has given.  Recent items include  
repair of our lawn mowers, patching the asphalt near the north west entrance, painting the flaking areas on 
our roof lattice, repairing a roof leak in the preschool hallway, and the list goes on.     
 
╬ As a follow-up to the spring congregation meeting, we made some progress on the items we discussed.  
The front modesty panels were removed in response to the items noted by our ELCA disability              
representative (based on her visit last year).  And, we are working toward addressing pew spacing and third 
wheelchair space to address the back, middle, and front seating areas.  Be on the lookout for more          
updates in future newsletters, council minutes, and/or weekly announcements.   
 



Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Congregation Council Meeting Minutes 

August 12, 2018 
Draft version.  Minutes not officially approved until the following Congregation Council meeting. 

 
Present:  Pastor Jeff Steeber, Dave Paine, Kelly Pedersen, Brenda Crout and Nadine Carlson 
Absent:  Eric Klenz and Rob Nordman 
Quorum was met. 
The meeting was called to order by Council President Dave Paine at 11:07 AM and opened with prayer. 
Motion: Accept minutes of the May Congregation Council meeting 
Motion By:  Kelly Pedersen 
Second By:  Brenda Crout 
Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Summary of July’s income: 
Contributions: 
 E Giving $ 6,997.00 
 Regular $11,582.00 
Total Contributions: $18,579.00 
Budget Monthly: $18,049.00 
Miscellaneous: $  1,607.00 
Total Income:  $20,186.00 
 
Expenses:  $17,060.00 
Budget Monthly: $20,230.00 
 
Property Report 
Discussed steps to be taken to remove modesty panels and pew relocations. 
Motion:  Defer the start of pew relocations to allow a flooring improvement and special fundraising for said 
project. 
Motion By:  Pastor Steeber 
Second By:  Dave Paine 
Motion carried. 
Decision was made on custodial service coverage August 20 through September 10. 
 
Pastor’s Report 
The visioning questions Pastor presented to council were reviewed, with the assistance of Canoeing the 
Mountains by Tod Bolsinger. 
 
Previous Business 
Pastor Steeber presented council with a resume for the Family Fellowship Coordinator position. 
 
President Dave Paine adjourned the meeting at 1:04 PM and closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
The next Congregation Council Meeting for September will be announced at a later date due to schedule   
conflicts of council members. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
  
Nadine Carlson 
Secretary 



What is LMM? 
 

As we begin to prepare for our Day of Service on Sunday, September 23, some may be wondering what is 
LMM and why are we putting our Gospel into Action with them?  Here are some facts from the LMM's Men's 
Shelter at 2100 Lakeside website: 
 
 LMM's Men's Shelter at 2100 Lakeside is the largest shelter in the state of Ohio.  It serves up to 350 men 

per night, with an additional 30-60 beds available at partner overflow sites. 
 The staff works with individuals to end their homelessness by finding and securing appropriate housing as 

soon as possible.  
 Majority of shelter funding is provided by Cuyahoga County, the City of Cleveland, Veterans' Admin.,  

FEMA, the State of Ohio, and the United Way.   Along with individuals, foundations, churches,            
organizations, and businesses providing financial support and donations.   

 LMM was founded in the 1960s. 
 1970s Community Re-Entry was created 
 1980s Linking Employment Abilities and Potential (LEAP) and Maximum Accessible Housing of Ohio 

(MAHO) was created 
 1990s Youth Programming created 
 1990s Friend-to-Friend was created 
 2000s Housing and shelter programming began 
 
For our CELC Day of Service we need three things: financial donations, volunteers to help cook the meal and 
also to serve the meal.   For more information please contact Ryan Smarsh. 

Wednesday Adult Bible Study 

Wednesday adult Bible study has a new start time of 

10:45a.m.  The first class will be on Wednesday, September 

19 meeting from 10:45a.m.-11:45a.m.  We hope to see you 

there. 



Choir News 
╬ It's that time of year again:  It’s time for the 
choirs to get-together for a new season of    
music.  The annual Music Get-Together Picnic is 
on September 5, at 6:00 p.m. at the church.  Sign-
up sheets are online at: 
https://www.PerfectPotluck.com/WJXZ6109.  
Sanctuary choir will practice following the      
potluck and Bell Choir practice will begin on 
Wednesday, September 12 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
╬ Choir members please be sure to launder 
your robe and stole before the start of the   mu-
sic season.  Simple cleaning guidelines:  Prep the 
neckline and collars of the robe and stole with 
shampoo.  Rub into areas of perspiration stains 
then put in washing machine on regular cycle.  
Remove and shake.  Hang to dry on plastic or 
wood hanger only. Please do not dry clean. Robes 
can be pressed on perma-press setting if desired 
(but not necessary). 

Women’s Circles 

╬ Ladies of CELC:  The Fall Gathering of the 
Cleveland West cluster of the ELCA Northeastern 
Ohio Synod Women's Group will be held on         
Saturday, September 29 at  8:30 a.m.  They will 
be meeting at Divinity Lutheran Church, 11877 
Blossom Ave. Parma Heights, Ohio.  Registration 
is $8.00, which will include breakfast and lunch.  
Reservations can be made by contacting Mary 
Ann Filipow at 440-845-6428 by Sunday,       
September 23. 

Endowment Committee News 

Endowment Scholarship Applications will be   

available on the hallway bulletin board starting 

September 4.  For more information please see 

Chuck Heindrichs.   

Congregation Volunteer Opportunities 

What are your special gifts or talents?  

Where do you feel that you can plug in 

and help feel and feed the pulse here at 

CELC?  What best suits your time     

availability?  Do you work better solo or 

with a team?  We want to help you feel     

connected and wanted here at CELC. 

There are a wide variety of volunteer    

opportunities here at CELC.  From baking 

to handyman work, from teaching to     

listening, from solo work to team efforts, 

from inside work to outside work.  There 

is a place for everyone.   

We encourage everyone to prayerfully    

consider what gifts and talents that they 

can share with the church family.  Each of 

us are needed and wanted here at CELC.  

Each of us are special and loved.  Please 

look for our volunteer area on the bulletin 

board and see where you might fit in.  If 

you don’t see the spot you are looking for 

please contact the church office to get 

connected. 

Gospel 



September 

2018 

Birthdays 

Lutheran Day of Service 

CELC will be participating in "God's 
work. Our hands." on Sunday, September 
23.   For Day of Service we need three 
things: financial help, people to help cook 
the meal, and people to serve the meal.  We 
will be serving at LMM. To reserve your 
spot, or if you have questions, please    
contact Ryan Smarsh at 440-309-3808. 

CELC is putting together a team for the 
Gritty City 5K and 1 Mile 2018 event        
presented by Lutheran Metropolitan         
Ministry on Saturday, October 13.  For more 
information or to sign up contact Ryan 
Smarsh, Lisa Scheer, or Melissa Ingraham.  

Frances M   2 

Allen K   3 

Elijah M   5 

Sofia V   6 

Caroline J   7 

Rachel J   7 

Marilyn C   8 

Avery W   9 

Michael M 12 

William P 12 

Jackson B 13 

Emily T 13 

Ethan M 15 

Peter V 16 

Gisela M 17 

Kathy M 18 

Dale M 19 

Abbigail Y 19 

Chase M 20 

Mike M 21 

Nathan B 22 

Ron L  22 

Doris M 22 

Ian C  23 

Laura M 23 

Lodge D 25 

Andy M 28 

Lauren N 28 

Rebecca G 29 

CELC T-shirts 

Let’s show our team spirit while coming   

together as a mighty group.  We are proud to 

announce that CELC has its own t-shirt to 

wear while we are serving the community.  

The cost of each t-shirt is $10.00.  This shirt 

is intended to be worn whenever we are out 

serving, from the Day of Service, to youth 

fund raising projects, to community events.  

Contact the church office to get your shirt 

today!  



Christian Ed News 

 

 

 

 

 

CELC Youth Outing 

Youth grades 2-12 are invited to gather 

and go to a petting farm together on     

Sunday, September 9, leaving the church 

at 1:30 p.m.  Please check your email for 

more information.  The cost will be $5 per      

person. Please reserve your spot with 

Heather Nordman. 

 

The Harbor 

Youth Group 

Grades 2-6 

Meeting on the 2nd Sunday of each month 

after church, 11:45-1:15 p.m. 

The next meeting date will be  

Sunday, September 9.   

 

The Anchor 

Youth Group 

Grades 7-12 

Note day and time change 

Meeting on the 2nd Sunday of each 

month from 4:30-6:00 p.m. 

 

The next meeting date will be  

Sunday, September 9 (leaving at 1:30 

p.m. for our outing and returning around 

6 p.m.) 

 

Contact Heather Nordman for more  

information at  

celcyouth1@gmail.com. 

Find us on Instagram at CELCYouth.  

Sunday school for all ages 

Sunday school kick off will be held on  

Sunday, September 9.   

Classes will be held from 9:15 a.m.—10:15 a.m.  

 

Pre-K  Jennifer Clayborn 

K-3  Elizabeth Misson and Judy Steeber 

4-6   Kelly Kacenjar and Amy Klenz 

Confirmation Dan Ingraham and Pastor Jeff 

High school Heather Nordman and Pastor Jeff 

Adult class 1 Paul Owens 

Adult class 2 Anne Paine 

 



CELC Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 

Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 

440-933-6263 

celc.mainoffice@gmail.com 

www.christlutheranavonlake.org 

Worship  

Saturday 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday 9:30 a.m. 

 

Fall Worship 

Begins Sunday, September 9 at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Sunday school for all ages 

Begins Sunday, September 9 at 9:15 a.m. ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

You can help support our church preschool, Christ Lutheran       
Preschool, in two ways.  The first is ordering from their annual  
Stoller Pastry fundraiser from September 20 until October 4, 2018. 
Please stop by the office to pick up an order form. All money must 
be turned in at time of placing order. Delivery and pick up will be 
on Thursday, November 1.  

A second way to show your support is wearing a CELC Preschool 
shirt or sweatshirt.  Prices are $10 for short sleeve, $15 for long 
sleeve, and $19 for a sweatshirt.  All shirts come in child and adult 
sizes.  Orders need to be placed by September 14 with payment in 
full. 

If you have any questions contact Terri Pienoski at 440-933-6714. 

Support our CELC Preschool 


