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ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 
 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 
God’s children, we shall serve God through Worship, Learning and Sharing.” 

 
 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Sunday, April 23, 2017 

Second Sunday of Easter 
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WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 
congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 
worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 
regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 
congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 
long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 
 
New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 
welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 
please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 
information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 
displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  
 
For those with children - We encourage you to have your children participate in 
worship.  They learn about worship and faith by being involved. Coloring and 
activity bags are available just outside the sanctuary doors.  
 
Holy Communion - All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and 
forgiveness.  All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune 
with us.  The table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, 
forgiveness, strength, and wisdom for ministry and mission to the world. If you 
have questions about the sacrament, or if you wish to receive instruction on the 
Christian faith, you are invited to speak with Pastor Jeff following the service. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
PRELUDE 

The congregation is invited to stand 
 
GATHERING HYMN  Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia     Praise Band  
1 Christ has arisen, alleluia. 
 Rejoice and praise him, alleluia. 
 For our redeemer burst from the tomb, 
 even from death, dispelling its gloom. 
 
Refrain 
 Let us sing praise to him with endless joy. 
 Death's fearful sting he has come to destroy. 
 Our sin forgiving, alleluia! 
 Jesus is living, alleluia! 
 
2 For three long days the grave did its worst 
 until its strength by God was dispersed. 
 He who gives life did death undergo, 
 and in its conquest his might did show.  Refrain 
 
3 The angel said to them, "Do not fear. 
 You look for Jesus who is not here. 
 See for yourselves the tomb is all bare. 
 Only the graveclothes are lying there."  Refrain 
    
GREETING            HS pg. 2 
 
KYRIE             HS pg. 3 
 
NOW THE FEAST             HS pg. 4-5 
 
SALUTATION            HS pg. 7 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray. 
C: Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of 
those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the 
fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

The congregation is invited to sit 
 

FIRST LESSON    ACTS 2:14, 22-32 
L: The first lesson is from Acts, the 2nd chapter. 
14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of 
Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I 
say. 22You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did 
through him among you, as you yourselves know — 23this man, handed over to you 
according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed 
by the hands of those outside the law. 24But God raised him up, having freed him 
from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. 25For David 
says concerning him, 'I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand 
so that I will not be shaken;  26therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue 
rejoiced;  moreover my flesh will live in hope. 27For you will not abandon my soul 
to Hades, or let your Holy One experience corruption. 28You have made known to 
me the ways of life; you will make me full of gladness with your presence.' 
29Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both 
died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30Since he was a prophet, 
he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his 
descendants on his throne. 31Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the 
Messiah, saying, 'He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience 
corruption.' 32This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. 
L: The word of the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God!  
 
PSALM 16 
   1Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; 
  I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.” 
 2All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, 
  upon those who are noble among the people. 
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 3But those who run after other gods 
  shall have their troubles multiplied. 
 4I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, 
  never take their names up on my lips.  
 5O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; 
  it is you who uphold my lot. 
 6My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; 
  indeed, I have a rich inheritance. 
 7I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; 
  my heart teaches me night after night. 
 8I have set the Lord always before me; 
  because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.  
 9My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; 
  my body also shall rest in hope. 
 10For you will not abandon me to the grave, 
  nor let your holy one see the pit. 
 11You will show me the path of life; 
  in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures               
 forevermore.  
 
SECOND LESSON    1 PETER 1:3-9 
L: The second lesson is from 1 Peter, the 1st chapter. 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has 
given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, 4and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept 
in heaven for you, 5who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6In this you rejoice, even if now for a 
little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7so that the genuineness of your 
faith — being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire — 
may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 
8Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see 
him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9for 
you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
L: The word of the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 

The congregation is invited to stand 
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GOSPEL VERSE           HS pg. 8 
 
GOSPEL      JOHN 20:19-31      
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 20After he said this, he showed 
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
21Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you." 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the 
Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the 
sins of any, they are retained." 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the 
twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, "We 
have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his 
hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe." 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with 
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
"Peace be with you." 27Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." 
28Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" 29Jesus said to him, "Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have come to believe." 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may 
come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 
believing you may have life in his name. 
P: The gospel of the Lord! 
C: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

The congregation is invited to sit 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SERMON 

The congregation is invited to stand 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  O Savior, Precious Savior     Praise Band 
1 O Savior, precious Savior, 
 whom yet unseen we love; 
 O name of might and favor, 
 all other names above: 
 we worship thee; we bless thee; 
 to thee alone we sing; 
 we praise thee and confess thee, 
 our holy Lord and King. 
 
2 O bringer of salvation, 
 who wondrously hast wrought, 
 thyself the revelation 
 of love beyond our thought: 
 we worship thee; we bless thee; 
 to thee alone we sing; 
 we praise thee and confess thee, 
 our gracious Lord and King. 
 
3 In thee all fullness dwelleth, 
 all grace and pow'r divine; 
 the glory that excelleth, 
 O Son of God, is thine. 
 We worship thee; we bless thee; 
 to thee alone we sing; 
 we praise thee and confess thee, 
 our glorious Lord and King. 
 
4 Oh, grant the consummation 
 of this our song above, 
 in endless adoration 
 and everlasting love; 
 then shall we praise and bless thee 
 where perfect praises ring, 
 and evermore confess thee, 
 our Savior and our King! 
 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879 
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NICENE CREED  

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
   We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things 
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end. 
   We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come.  Amen. 

The congregation is invited to sit 
 
 
PRESENTATION FOR BAPTISM 
P: God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through 
the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death 
and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one 
body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission 
for the life of the world. 

Sponsors present the candidate 
 

S: We present Evan for baptism. 
 

The minister addresses parents  
 

P: Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to 
have your child baptized into Christ? 
F & M: We do. 
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P: As you bring Evan to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 
responsibilities: to live with him among God's faithful people, bring him to the word 
of God and the holy supper, teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten 
Commandments, place in his hands the holy scriptures, and nurture him in faith and 
prayer, so that he may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
care for others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace.  Do you 
promise to help Evan grow in the Christian faith and life? 
F & M: We do.   

The minister addresses sponsors 
 

P: Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Evan in the Christian faith as you are 
empowered by God's Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in 
communion with the church? 
S: We do. 

The minister addresses the assembly 
 

P: People of God, do you promise to support Evan and pray for him in his new life in 
Christ? 
C: We do. 

The congregation is invited to stand 
 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
The minister addresses parents and sponsors. The assembly joins in the responses. 

 
P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 
church. 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
C: I renounce them. 
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
C: I renounce them. 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
C: I renounce them. 
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P: Do you believe in God the Father? 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he 
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the 
waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took 
delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and 
through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river 
your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of 
Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise 
us up to live in you.  Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that 
those who are washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be 
given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

The congregation is invited to sit 
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P: Evan, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit 
you give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them 
to eternal life. 

Laying hands on the head of the newly baptized 
 

P: Sustain Evan with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear 
of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

The minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized 
 

P: Evan, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 
cross of Christ forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
WELCOME 

 
A lit candle is given to the newly baptized as a representative  

of the congregation says: 
 

R: Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and 
glorify your Father in heaven. 
 

A representative of the congregation leads the assembly in the welcome 
 

R: Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
C: We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join 
us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and 
redeeming word to all the world. 
 

The congregation is invited to stand 
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PRAYERS  
A: Rejoicing in the risen life of Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
who are in need. 

A brief silence 
A: We pray for the church. Breathe your Spirit into us. Renew us with your power. 
Unite us in mission and send us into the world with your love. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
A: For the earth. For fields and forests, gardens and vineyards, and all newly planted 
crops. Sustain our world with clean water and favorable weather. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
A: For the nations. Empower leaders to work for the well-being of all. Send peace 
into every place where people live in the shadow of violence and displacement. Free 
all who are isolated behind walls of fear. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
A: For those in need. Look with compassion toward those who bear hidden wounds. 
Draw near to those who seek you. Comfort the dying, console the grieving, and heal 
the sick especially…. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
A: For this assembly. Give us courage to welcome newcomers graciously. Walk with 
those who are inquiring, those who harbor doubts and questions, and those who are 
absent from us. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
A: With thanksgiving, we remember those who have died in faith. Inspire us by their 
witness. Bring us with them to the heavenly feast. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Joining our voices with your faithful ones in every time and place, we offer our 
prayers in the name of the Risen One, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE        HS pg. 12 
 

The congregation is invited to sit 
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OFFERING 
The congregation is invited to stand 

 
AS THE GRAINS OF WHEAT        HS pg. 12-13 
 
OFFERING PRAYER         HS pg. 13 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING       HS pg. 14 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 
take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to 
eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
 
HOLY               HS pg. 15 
 
LORD'S PRAYER           HS pg. 18 
 
LAMB OF GOD            HS pg. 18-19 

The congregation is invited to sit 
   
COMMUNION   
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COMMUNION HYMNS Now the Green Blade Rises     Praise Band 
     Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises 
 
Now the Green Blade Rises 
1 Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 
 wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 
 love lives again, that with the dead has been; 
 love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 
2 In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain, 
 thinking that he would never wake again; 
 laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen; 
 love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 
3 Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 
 he that for three days in the grave had lain; 
 raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen; 
 love is come again like wheat arising green. 
4 When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 
 your touch can call us back to life again, 
 fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been; 
 love is come again like wheat arising green. 
Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958Text from Oxford Book of Carols © Oxford University Press 1928. All rights reserved Duplication in any form prohibited without permission 
or valid license from copyright administrator. 
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Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises 
Refrain 
 Hallelujah! We sing your praises,  

all our hearts are filled with gladness. 
 Hallelujah! We sing your praises,  

all our hearts are filled with gladness.  Repeat 
 
1 Christ the Lord to us said:  

I am wine, I am bread, 
 I am wine, I am bread,  

give to all who thirst and hunger.  Refrain 
 
2 Now he sends us all out,  

strong in faith, free of doubt, 
 strong in faith, free of doubt.  

Tell to all the joyful gospel.  Refrain 
Text: South African, tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984English text © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp.Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from 
copyright administrator. 

  
The congregation is invited to stand 

  
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
P: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood 
strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever. 
C: Amen 
 
THANKS BE TO YOU         HS pg. 20 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P: Let us pray.  
C: Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection you send 
light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of heaven to 
nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection that we 
may show your glory to all the world; through the same Jesus Christ, our risen 
Lord. Amen. 
  
BLESSING           HS pg. 21 
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SENDING HYMN  Thine Is the Glory       Praise Band  
 

1 Thine is the glory, 
 risen, conqu'ring Son; 
 endless is the vict'ry 
 thou o'er death hast won! 
 Angels in bright raiment 
 rolled the stone away, 
 kept the folded grave-clothes 
 where thy body lay. 
 
Refrain 
 Thine is the glory, 
 risen, conqu'ring Son; 
 endless is the vict'ry 
 thou o'er death hast won! 
 
2 Lo, Jesus meets thee, 
 risen from the tomb! 
 Lovingly he greets thee, 
 scatters fear and gloom; 
 let his church with gladness 
 hymns of triumph sing, 
 for the Lord now liveth; 
 death hath lost its sting!  Refrain 
 
3 No more we doubt thee, 
 glorious Prince of life; 
 life is naught without thee; 
 aid us in our strife; 
 make us more than conqu'rors, 
 through thy deathless love; 
 bring us safe through Jordan 
 to thy home above.  Refrain 
 
Text: Edmond Budry, 1854-1932; tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875-1939 

 
DISMISSAL           HS pg. 21  
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