
 
 

 
 
 

 
ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through Worship, Learning and Sharing.” 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
April 29, 2018 

 Affirmation of Baptism 

 



 
 

WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 

regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 

congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 

long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 

please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 

information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 

displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  

For those with children - We encourage you to have your children participate in 

worship.  They learn about worship and faith by being involved. Coloring and 

activity bags are available just outside the sanctuary doors.  

Holy Communion - All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and 

forgiveness.  All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune 

with us.  The table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, 

forgiveness, strength, and wisdom for ministry and mission to the world. If you 

have questions about the sacrament, or if you wish to receive instruction on the 

Christian faith, you are invited to speak with Pastor Jeff following the service. 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

PRELUDE 

The congregation is invited to stand 

INVOCATION             ELW pg.94 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN “Let the Whole Creation Cry”   ELW 876 

   

GREETING            

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C: And also with you.           



 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

C: O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. 

Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know 

the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

FIRST LESSON    ACTS 8:26-40 

L: The first lesson is from Acts, the 8
th

 chapter. 
26

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that 

goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza” (This is a wilderness road). 
27

So he got up and 

went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of 

the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to 

worship 
28

and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet 

Isaiah. 
29

Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 
30

So 

Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you 

understand what you are reading?” 
31

He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides 

me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 
32

Now the passage of the 

scripture that he was reading was this:  “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and 

like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 
33

In his 

humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is 

taken away from the earth.”
34

The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, 

does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 
35

Then Philip began 

to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about 

Jesus. 
36

As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch 

said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 
38

He 

commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down 

into the water, and Philip baptized him. 
39

When they came up out of the water, the 

Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on 

his way rejoicing. 
40

But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing 

through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to 

Caesarea. 
L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 



 
 

PSALM 22:25-31 
25

From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 

I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the Lord. 
26

The poor shall eat and be satisfied, let those who seek the Lord give praise! 

May your hearts live forever! 
27

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; 

all the families of nations shall bow before God. 
28

For dominion belongs to the Lord, 

who rules over the nations.  
29

Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 

all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the Lord. 
30

Their descendants shall serve the Lord, 

whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 
31

They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 

saying to them, “The Lord has acted!”  
 

SECOND LESSON   1 JOHN 4:7-21 

L: The second lesson is from 1 John, the 4
th

 chapter. 
7
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is 

born of God and knows God. 
8
Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is 

love. 
9
God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the 

world so that we might live through him. 
10

In this is love, not that we loved God but 

that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
11

Beloved, 

since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 
12

No one has ever 

seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
13

By 

this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 

Spirit. 
14

And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior 

of the world. 
15

God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they 

abide in God. 
16

So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.  God is 

love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 
17

Love has 

been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, 

because as he is, so are we in this world. 
18

There is no fear in love, but perfect love 

casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached 

perfection in love. 
19

We love because he first loved us. 
20

Those who say, “I love 

God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother 

or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 
21

The 



 
 

commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers 

and sisters also. 
L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

The congregation is invited to stand 

GOSPEL VERSE 

 

 
GOSPEL LESSON   JOHN 15:1-8         

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15
th

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

[Jesus said:] 
1
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. 

2
He removes 

every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make 

it bear more fruit. 
3
You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to 

you. 
4
Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself 

unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 
5
I am the vine, 

you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because 

apart from me you can do nothing. 
6
Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away 

like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 

burned. 
7
If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, 

and it will be done for you. 
8
My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit 

and become my disciples.” 
P: The gospel of the Lord!  

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

SERMON           Pastor Jeff Steeber 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 



 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love”  ELW 708 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

PRESENTATION FOR CONFIRMATION 
 

The mentor will present each confirmand. 
 

M: I present   name  , who desires to make public affirmation of his/her baptism. 

P: Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and brothers in Christ, whom you 

have made your own by water and the Word in baptism.  You have called them to 

yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them in the 

community of faith.  Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, 

and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth.  We ask this in the 

name of Christ. 

C: Amen. 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of 

the church. 

P: Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

C: I renounce them. 

P: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

C: I renounce them. 

P: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

C: I renounce them. 

P: Do you believe in God the Father? 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day 

he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. 



 
 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

P: You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the 

covenant God made with you in holy baptism: to live among God's faithful people, to 

hear the word of God and share in the Lord's supper, to proclaim the good news of 

God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of 

Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 
 

Each confirmand responds 

C: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

 

Congregation responds 

P: People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers and pray 

for them in their life in Christ? 

C: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 

Those making affirmation, as they are individually called up to the altar rail with 

their parents and mentor, kneel. The pastor prays for God's blessing. 
 

(Isabella Higley, Sarah Lewis, Chase Myers, Angela Pedersen, Sarah Skaggs, Tyler 

Young)  
 

P: Let us pray.  We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit 

you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 
 

The blessing is repeated for each person. The pastor, the parents and the mentor lay 

both hands on the head of the confirmand and say: 
 

P: Stir up in name the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of 

the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Those making public affirmation stand and face the assembly. 

A representative of the Women’s Circles of CELC will now generously gift the 

confirmands with a copy of the Lutheran Book of Prayer. 

 

Pastor addresses the assembly. 

 

P: Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ. 

C: We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.  Together we will give thanks and 

praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the world. Amen! 



 
 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

PRAYERS  

A: Rejoicing in the risen life of Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 

who are in need. 

A brief silence 

 

A: For ministries that nurture faith formation. For missionaries and Bible study 

leaders. For those who are seeking, questioning, or curious. For seminarians, campus 

ministers, and the newly baptized, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 
A: For the beauty and health of the earth. For vineyards and orchards, groves and 

plains. For rain forests and arctic tundra. For volcanoes and mountains, hills and 

valleys. For oceans deep and rivers wide, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 
A: For spears to be beat into pruning hooks. For harsh words to be reformed into 

loving speech. For bombs and sniper attacks to cease. For justice and peace in every 

land, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 
A: For homeless youth and rejected children. For isolated grandparents and lonely 

nursing home residents. For the shamed, the slighted, and the disregarded members 

of our communities. For all the sick (especially), let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 
A: For all who live with post-traumatic stress disorder and postpartum depression. 

For all who struggle with eating disorders and anorexia. For all who suffer in silence 

and all who suffer alone, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 
 

A: In thanksgiving for all the mystics and theologians who live eternally with you. 

For those we mourn and those we would rather forget. For the kingdom on earth to be 

as it is in heaven, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 
P: We entrust all our prayers to you, gracious God. Receive them by the power of the 

Holy Spirit and the love of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

 



 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you.   

       

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

OFFERING   “Instrument Of Peace”     Sanctuary Choir 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

OFFERING PRAYER          

A: Let us pray.  Merciful God, 

C: Everything in heaven and earth belongs to you. We joyfully release what 

you have entrusted to us. May these gifts be signs of our whole lives returned 

to you, dedicated to the healing and unity of all creation, through Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE        

 
PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 

resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 

take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to 

eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 

resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 

archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn:  



 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY         

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION         

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 

thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER             

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

LAMB OF GOD  

 
 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

COMMUNION  

 

COMMUNION HYMNS “Take My Life, That I May Be”  ELW 685 

     “I Come with Joy”     ELW 482 

     “Where Charity and Love Prevail”  ELW 359 

      

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood 

strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P: Let us pray.  

C: Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to 

conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your 

people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show 

your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  Amen. 

 



 
 

BLESSING         

P: May God who has brought us from death to life fill you with great joy. Almighty 

God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION   “The Lord Bless You and Keep You”    Sanctuary Choir 

 

DISMISSAL              

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P: You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.  Go in peace. Share the good 

news. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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