
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through Worship, Learning and Sharing.” 

 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Sunday, August 20, 2017 

 

 



 

WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 

regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 

congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 

long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 

please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 

information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 

displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  

 

For those with children - We encourage you to have your children participate in 

worship.  They learn about worship and faith by being involved. Coloring and 

activity bags are available just outside the sanctuary doors.  

 

Holy Communion - All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and 

forgiveness.  All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune 

with us.  The table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, 

forgiveness, strength, and wisdom for ministry and mission to the world.  

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

This Sunday, August 20 

Greeters: Bob and Michelle Olds;  Usher: Eric Mohney;  Lector: Stacy Jantz; 

Acolytes: Maggie Jantz and Kelly Owens;  Cantor: Joe Guthman; 

Assists: Cantor, Laura Musat, Karen Wagner, and Acolytes 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

PRELUDE Special Music Andy Monda, Lee Holzhauer, and Eric Mohney

   

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩  one God, full of compassion and mercy, 

abounding in steadfast love. 

C: Amen. 
P: Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one 

another. Eternal God our creator, 

C: In you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your children, 

the work of your hands. Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse us from proud 

thoughts and empty desires. By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and 

our strength; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
P: Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to 

us. In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and 

for his sake, God ☩ forgives you all your sins. 

C: Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN  “Jesus Shall Reign”    ELW 434 

 

GREETING            

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.            

C: And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

KYRIE  

 



 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray.   

C: God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon 

you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and 

constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

FIRST LESSON   ISAIAH 56:1, 6-8 

L: The first lesson is from Isaiah, the 56
th

 chapter. 
1Thus says the LORD: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation 

will come, and my deliverance be revealed. 6And the foreigners who join 

themselves to the LORD, to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, and to be 

his servants, all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, and hold fast my 

covenant— 7these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my 

house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my 

altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. 8Thus says the 

Lord GOD, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, I will gather others to them besides 

those already gathered. 
L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

PSALM 67 
1May God be merciful to us and bless us; 

may the light of God’s face  shine upon us. 
2Let your way be known upon earth, 

your saving health among all nations. 
3Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

let all the peoples praise you. 
4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth.  
5Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

let all the peoples praise you. 
6The earth has brought forth its increase; 

God, our own God, has blessed us. 
7May God give us blessing, 

and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.  



 

 

SECOND LESSON    ROMANS 11:1-2a, 29-32 
L: The second lesson is from Romans, the 11

th
 chapter. 

[Paul writes:] 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am 

an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2aGod 

has not rejected his people whom he foreknew.29For the gifts and the calling of God 

are irrevocable. 30Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now received 

mercy because of their disobedience, 31so they have now been disobedient in order 

that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. 32For God has 

imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 

L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL     MATTHEW 15: (10-20) 21-28  

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 15
th

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

[10[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:11it is 

not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the 

mouth that defiles.” 12Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know 

that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” 13He answered, 

“Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14Let them 

alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, 

both will fall into a pit.” 15But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” 16Then 

he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17Do you not see that whatever 

goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? 18But what 

comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19For out 



 

of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, 

slander. 20These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not 

defile.”] 21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and 

Sidon. 22Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started 

shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a 

demon.” 23But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, 

saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24He answered, “I was 

sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she came and knelt before 

him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s 

food and throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the 

crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, 

great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was 

healed instantly. 
P: The gospel of the Lord!  

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  PASTOR ELIZABETH HAZELTON 

 

SERMON      PASTOR ELIZABETH HAZELTON 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”  ELW 588 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 

in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

 



 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A: Generous, compassionate God, we gather before you to pray for the church, the 

world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

 

A: Unite us, O God, so that all who worship receive assurance and nourishment by 

faith. Rescue those who suffer from religious persecution. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
A: Teach us, O God, so that the holy mountains and peaceful valleys of your good 

creation can be restored to the health you intend. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
A: Empower us, O God, to advocate for those on the margins. Open the hearts of 

leaders in every nation to serve those who are most vulnerable. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
A: Equip us, O God, with your love for our brothers and sisters. Heal the sick, 

comfort the grieving, feed the hungry, and calm those in distress (especially...). Lord, 

in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
A: Rouse us, O God, to praise you with gladness. We give thanks for musicians, 

worship leaders, intercessors, those who prepare the communion table, and all who 

make our worship express our joy. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
A: We give you thanks, O God, for the saints who have deepened our lives of prayer. 

Gather us with them in endless praise of you. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Into your hands we place all our prayers, spoken and unspoken, trusting in the 

mercy of Christ Jesus. 

C: Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you.  

   

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

OFFERING    Special Music    Fred Kirtner 

       

The congregation is invited to stand 



 

OFFERING PRAYER          

A: Let us pray.  Merciful God, 

C: You open wide your hand and satisfy the need of every living thing. You have 

set this feast before us. Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts to 

embrace it. Open our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of 

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION         

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER            

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
The congregation is invited to sit 

 

COMMUNION  

 

COMMUNION HYMNS “Oh for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” ELW 886 

     “Healer of Our Every Ill”    ELW 612 

     “One Bread, One Body”    ELW 796 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you in his 

grace. 

C: Amen.  

 

 

 

 



 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

P: Let us pray, 

C: Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and cup, 

but your very self, that we may feast on your great love. Filled again by these 

signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of justice, may we thirst for 

your way of peace, for you are Lord forevermore.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P: May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or 

imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and 

Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

           

SENDING HYMN  “In Christ There is No East or West” ELW 650 

 

DISMISSAL              

P: Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SERMON NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 

Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 

Phone: (440) 933-6263   

celc.mainoffice@gmail.com  www.christlutheranavonlake.org 

Pastor: Jeff Steeber  revsteeber@gmail.com    Pastor’s cell: (440) 241-1375 

Office Administrator: Heather Nordman 

Organist: Randi Smarsh  Custodian: Bill Higgins 

 

 

http://www.christlutheranavonlake.org/

