
 

 
 
 

 

 
By Soren, age 5, CELC Preschool 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through Worship, Learning and Sharing.” 

 

 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Sunday, May 21, 2017 

Sixth Sunday of Easter  

 



 

WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 

regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 

congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 

long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 

please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 

information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 

displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  

 

For those with children - We encourage you to have your children participate in 

worship.  They learn about worship and faith by being involved. Coloring and 

activity bags are available just outside the sanctuary doors.  

 

Holy Communion - All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and 

forgiveness.  All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune 

with us.  The table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, 

forgiveness, strength, and wisdom for ministry and mission to the world. If you 

have questions about the sacrament, or if you wish to receive instruction on the 

Christian faith, you are invited to speak with Pastor Jeff following the service. 

 

 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

 

Today, Sunday, May 21 

Greeters: Vera Barnick and Quella Columbaro; Usher: Brian Knip;             

Lector: Loren Easterday; Acolytes: Sarah Lewis and Angela Pedersen;    

Cantor: Kevin Carpenter; Assists: Cantor, Genny Helmink, Anne Paine, and 

Acolytes 

 

 

 



 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

 

PRELUDE    “Grazioso”     Bell Choir 

   

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

INVOCATION 

P: Let us bless the Lord.  We begin our service in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING HYMN “Come, Now is the Time to Worship”   Praise Band  

Refrain 

Come, now is the time to worship. 

Come, now is the time to give your heart. 

Come, just as you are to worship. 

Come, just as you are before your God. 

Come. 
 

Verse 1 

One day every tongue will confess You are God. 

One day every knee will bow. 

Still the greatest treasure remains, for those 

Who gladly choose You now.    Refrain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 © 1998 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire)  
(Admin. by Vineyard Music UK) 

Brian Doerksen 
CCLI License No. 2032159 

   
 



 

GREETING            

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.            

C: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

NOW THE FEAST AND CELEBRATION 

 

 
 

 



 

SALUTATION            

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

C: Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on 

earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to 

all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  Amen. 
 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

FIRST LESSON: ACTS 17:22-31 

L: The first lesson is from Acts, the 17
th

 chapter. 
22

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely 

religious you are in every way. 
23

For as I went through the city and looked carefully 

at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To 

an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to 

you. 
24

The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven 

and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 
25

nor is he served by human 

hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and 

breath and all things. 
26

From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole 

earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places 

where they would live, 
27

so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him 

and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 
28

For ‘In him we live 

and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we 

too are his offspring.’
29

Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the 

deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of 

mortals. 
30

While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he 

commands all people everywhere to repent, 
31

because he has fixed a day on which he 

will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of 

this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 



 

PSALM 66:8-20 
8
Bless our God, you peoples; 

let the sound of praise be heard. 
9
Our God has kept us among the living 

and has not allowed our feet to slip.  
10

For you, O God, have tested us; 

you have tried us just as silver is tried. 
11

You brought us into the net; 

you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 
12

You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water, 

but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 
13

I will enter your house with burnt offerings 

and will pay you my vows— 
14

those that I promised with my lips 

and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 
15

I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams; 

I will give you oxen and goats.  
16

Come and listen, all you who believe, 

and I will tell you what God has done for me. 
17

I called out to God with my mouth, 

and praised the Lord with my tongue. 
18

If I had cherished evil in my heart, 

the Lord would not have heard me; 
19

but in truth God has heard me 

and has attended to the sound of my prayer. 
20

Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, 

nor withheld unfailing love from me.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SECOND LESSON: 1 PETER 3:13-22 

L: The second lesson is from 1 Peter, the 3
rd

 chapter. 
13

Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 
14

But even if you do suffer 

for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be 

intimidated, 
15

but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make 

your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in 

you; 
16

yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, 

when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be 

put to shame. 
17

For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s 

will, than to suffer for doing evil. 
18

For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the 

righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the 

flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 
19

in which also he went and made a proclamation to 

the spirits in prison, 
20

who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently 

in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight 

persons, were saved through water. 
21

And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves 

you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good 

conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
22

who has gone into heaven and 

is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

    The congregation is invited to stand     

    

GOSPEL VERSE 
 

 
 

 

 



 

GOSPEL:   JOHN 14:15-21        

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 14
th

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 
15

“If you love me, you will keep my 

commandments. 
16

And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, 

to be with you forever. 
17

This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 

because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with 

you, and he will be in you. 
18

“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 
19

In 

a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you 

also will live. 
20

On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and 

I in you. 
21

They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; 

and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal 

myself to them.” 
P: The gospel of the Lord!  

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

SERMON          Pastor Jeff Steeber 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Shout to the Lord” (Sing twice)  ELW 821 

My Jesus, my Savior, Lord, there is none like you. 

All of my days I want to praise 

The wonders of your mighty love. 

My comfort, my shelter, tower of refuge and strength; 

Let ev’ry breath, all that I am 

Never cease to worship you. 

Shout to the Lord, all the earth; let us sing 

Power and majesty, praise to the King. 

Mountains bow down and the seas will roar  

At the sound of your name. 

I sing for joy at the work of your hands; 

Forever I’ll love you, forever I’ll stand. 

Nothing compares to the promise I have in you. 

Text and music:  Darlene Zschech 
©1993 Darlene Zschech/Hillsongs Australia, 

 admin. Integrity Music, Inc. CCLI License No. 2032159 



 

NICENE CREED 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things 

were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  For 

our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 

no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A: Rejoicing in the risen life of Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 

who are in need. 

A brief silence 

A: We pray for the church. Draw your whole church together as one. Bring an end to 

division. Send your Spirit into your people and rouse us to greater love and mission. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
A: For the earth. For scientists, photographers, and explorers. For scholars, poets, 

musicians, artists, and all who lead us to greater knowledge and appreciation of 

beauty. For lakes and rivers, watersheds and wetlands, ponds and oceans. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
A: For the nations. Give wisdom to those who govern. Strengthen all who work for 

peace. Protect those who have been displaced or have left their homes in search of 

safety and freedom. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 



 

A: For those in need. For those who suffer abuse or neglect. For those who suffer 

post-traumatic stress. For those who struggle with addiction. For those who grieve 

and all who are ill especially... Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
A: For this assembly. Bless those preparing for baptism and affirmation of baptism. 

Strengthen our ministries of evangelism, outreach, and pastoral care. Deepen our 

faith and knowledge of you. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
A: With thanksgiving, we remember those who have died.  Inspire us by their 

witness to your love. Bring us into your eternal presence to live with you forever. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Joining our voices with your faithful ones in every time and place, we offer our 

prayers in the name of the Risen One, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you.    

      

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

OFFERING  He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands  Bell Choir  

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

OFFERING PRAYER          

A: Let us pray.  Merciful God, 

C: Everything in heaven and earth belongs to you. We joyfully release what 

you have entrusted to us. May these gifts be signs of our whole lives returned 

to you, dedicated to the healing and unity of all creation, through Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING        

 

 
PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 

resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 

take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to 

eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 

resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 

archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn:             

 



 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION         

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER            

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

LAMB OF GOD  

 

 
 

The congregation is invited to sit 



 

 

COMMUNION  

 

COMMUNION HYMNS   

      “You are Holy” (Sing twice)  ELW 525 

Verse 1 

You are holy, you are whole. 

You are always ever more 

Than we ever understand. 

You are always at hand. 

Blessed are you coming near. 

Blessed are you coming here 

To your church in wine and bread, 

Raised from soil, raised from dead. 

 

Verse 2 

You are holy,  

You are wholeness, 

You are present.  

Let the cosmos praise you, Lord! 

Sing hosanna in the highest! 

Sing hosanna!  

Sing hosanna to our God!   

 

      “Morning Has Broken”   ELW 556 

Verse 1 

Morning has broken like the first morning; 

Blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 

Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning! 

Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word! 

 

Verse 2 

Sweet the rain’s new fall, sunlit from heaven, 

Like the first dewfall on the first grass. 

Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden, 

Sprung in completeness where his feet pass. 

 

 

©1990 Ton Vis Produktion AB, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Text & Music: Per Harling, b. 1948     

OneLicense.net, License #A-700000 



 

Verse 3 

Mine is the sunlight!  Mine is the morning, 

Born of the one light Eden saw play! 

Praise with elation, praise ev’ry morning, 

God’s recreation of the new day! 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you in his 

grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

THANKS BE TO YOU  

         

 
 

©David Higham Associates, Ltd. 

Text: Eleanor Farjeon 

Music: Gaelic traditional 

CCLI License No. 2032159 



 

BLESSING            

 
 

SENDING HYMN  “Awesome God” (Sing twice)    

Our God is an awesome God, 

He reigns from heaven above with wisdom, pow’r, and love- 

Our God is an awesome God!              Repeat 
 

Our God is an awesome God! 

Our God is an awesome God! 

 

DISMISSAL              

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P: You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the good 

news. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

©1988 BMG Songs, Inc. 

Text and music:  Rich Mullins 
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