
 
 

 
 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

PRELUDE 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

INVOCATION , CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS       ELW pg.94 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 

C: Amen. 

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 

our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may 

confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
P: Most merciful God, 

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 

and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 

in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN   “Now the Feast and Celebration”   ELW 167 

    

GREETING            ELW pg. 147 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Sunday, May 6, 2018 

 



 
 

KYRIE             ELW pg. 147 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY         see insert 

P: Let us pray. 

C: O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond 

understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above 

all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire; 

through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 



 
 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

FIRST LESSON   ACTS 10:44-48       see insert 

L: The first lesson is from Acts, the 10
th

 chapter. 
44

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 
45

The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift 

of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 
46

for they heard them 

speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 
47

“Can anyone withhold 

the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we 

have?” 
48

So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they 

invited him to stay for several days.
 

L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God!  

 

PSALM 98           see insert 
1
Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, 

whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 
2
O LORD, you have made known your victory, 

you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
3
You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 

all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
4
Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; 

lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  
5
Sing to the LORD with the harp, 

with the harp and the voice of song. 
6
With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

shout with joy before the king, the LORD. 
7
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 

the world and those who dwell therein. 
8
Let the rivers clap their hands, 

and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge the 

earth. 
9
The LORD will judge the world with righteousness 

and the peoples with equity.  

 

 

 



 
 

SECOND LESSON   1 JOHN 5:1-6      see insert 

L: The second lesson is from 1 John, the 5
th

 chapter. 
1
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone 

who loves the parent loves the child. 
2
By this we know that we love the children of 

God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 
3
For the love of God is this, 

that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 
4
for 

whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers 

the world, our faith. 
5
Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes 

that Jesus is the Son of God? 
6
This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus 

Christ, not with the water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is 

the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.
 

L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GOSPEL VERSE           ELW pg. 151 

 
GOSPEL      JOHN 15:9-17    see insert  

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 9
th

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

[Jesus said:] 
9
“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 

10
If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 

Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 
11

I have said these things to you so 

that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
12

“This is my 

commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
13

No one has greater 

love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 
14

You are my friends if you 

do what I command you. 
15

I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant 

does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I 

have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 
16

You did 

not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that 



 
 

will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 
17

I am 

giving you these commands so that you may love one another.” 

P: The gospel of the Lord! 

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON           PASTOR JEFF STEEBER 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “We Know That Christ Is Raised”   ELW449 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

NICENE CREED            ELW pg. 152 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

   We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things 

were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 

no end. 

   We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 

of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 

come.  Amen. 

 

 



 
 

PRAYERS  

A: Rejoicing in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we pray for the 

witness of the church, the wholeness of creation, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence 

A: Holy God, your voice calls us to worship. Where discord bellows within the 

church, unite us in harmony. Where we lack direction, guide us in singing your song 

with our unique voices.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
A: Creative Lord, your melodies formed the earth and all that is in it. Receive the roar 

of the sea and the rhythmic clap of the rivers. Rejoice as the hills ring out in praise.  

Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
A: Holy One, you hear all our moans and groans. Where lament and the blues 

resound, send us to listen. Send us to comfort. Send us to build relationships rooted in 

your justice and peace.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
A: Serenade the estranged and all who suffer alone. Accompany high-functioning 

addicts and the frightened who have no one to turn to. Give rest to overworked 

caregivers and people living with schizophrenia. Today we pray especially for . . . .  

Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: Eternal Song, you call us to share our gifts for your glory. We thank you and praise 

you for our musicians and vocalists, choir directors and hymn writers. Bless all who 

lead and all who sing in worship.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
A: Your goodness echoes through all time with the songs of the saints. Thank you for 

all the disciples who have mentored us through their gift of music. Keep your song 

within us this day and always.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: We entrust all our prayers to you, gracious God. Receive them by the power of the 

Holy Spirit and the love of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
The congregation is invited to stand 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 



 
 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

OFFERING 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

OFFERING PRAYER          ELW pg. 152 

P: Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you 

shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and 

generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

DIALOGUE            ELW pg. 152  

 
PREFACE            ELW pg. 153 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 

resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 

take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to 

eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 

resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 

archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 

 

 

 

 



 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY          ELW pg. 153 

 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you, and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER            ELW pg. 154 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

LAMB OF GOD            ELW pg. 154 

 
The congregation is invited to sit   

COMMUNION   

 

COMMUNION HYMNS  “Rise, O Sun of Righteousness”   ELW 657 

     “All Creatures, Worship God Most High”ELW 835 

     “What a Friends We Have in Jesus”  ELW742 

     “O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts”  ELW658 

     “Where True Charity and Love Abide” ELW642 

The congregation is invited to stand 

  

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood 

strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P: Let us pray.  

C: Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to 

conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your 

people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show 

your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  Amen. 

 

 



 
 

BLESSING            ELW pg. 155 

P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN  “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”  ELW 836 

 

DISMISSAL            ELW pg. 155 

P: Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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