
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through Worship, Learning and Sharing.” 

 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Sunday, September 17, 2017 

 

 



WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 

regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 

congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 

long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 

please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 

information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 

displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  

 

For those with children - We encourage you to have your children participate in 

worship.  They learn about worship and faith by being involved. Coloring and 

activity bags are available just outside the sanctuary doors.  

 

Holy Communion - All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and 

forgiveness.  All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune 

with us.  The table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, 

forgiveness, strength, and wisdom for ministry and mission to the world. If you 

have questions about the sacrament, or if you wish to receive instruction on the 

Christian faith, you are invited to speak with Pastor Jeff following the service. 

 

 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

This Sunday, September 17 

Greeter:  Gretchen Vasiloff; Usher: Betsy Floyd; Lector: Brenda Crout; 

Acolytes: Angela Pedersen and Sarah Lewis; Cantor: Sue Frantz; 

Assists: Cantor, Anne Paine, Genny Helmink, and Acolytes 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

PRELUDE       

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the ☩  holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, 

the one who reforms us again and again. 

C: Amen. 
P: Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power.  Source of all life, 

C: We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We fear that 

we are not good enough. We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we 

expect others to earn it. We turn the church inward, rather than moving it 

outward. Forgive us. Stir us. Reform us to be a church powered by love, willing 

to speak for what is right, act for what is just, and seek the healing of your whole 

creation. Amen.  
P: God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and to empower our lives in the 

world. Our sins are forgiven, ☩ God’s love is unconditional, and we are raised up as 

God’s people who will always be made new, in the name of Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN “O Day of Rest and Gladness”   ELW 521 

 

GREETING            

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.            

C: And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



KYRIE  

 
 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

C: O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of 

forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, 

that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

FIRST LESSON   GENESIS 50:15-21 

L: The first lesson is from Genesis, the 50
th

 chapter. 
15

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still 

bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to 

him?” 
16

So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before 

he died, 
17

‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong 

they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of 

the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 
18

Then his brothers 

also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 
19

But Joseph 

said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 
20

Even though you 

intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous 

people, as he is doing today. 
21

So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your 

little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 
L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PSALM 103:1-13 

TONE 

 
REFRAIN 

 
 
1
Bless the Lord, | O my soul, 

  and all that is within me, bless God’s | holy name. 

 
2
Bless the Lord, | O my soul, 

  and forget not | all God’s benefits— 
 

3
who forgives | all your sins 

  and heals all | your diseases; 

 
4
who redeems your life | from the grave 

  and crowns you with steadfast | love and mercy; R 
 

5
who satisfies your desires | with good things 

  so that your youth is renewed | like an eagle’s. 

 
6
O Lord, you provide | vindication 

  and justice for all who | are oppressed. 
 

7
You made known your | ways to Moses 

  and your works to the chil- | dren of Israel. 

] 
8
Lord, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy, 

  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love; R 
 

9
you will not al- | ways accuse us, 

  nor will you keep your an- | ger forever. 

 
10

You have not dealt with us according | to our sins, 

  nor repaid us according to | our iniquities. 
 

11
For as the heavens are high a- | bove the earth, 

  so great is your steadfast love for | those who fear you. 



 
12

As far as the east is | from the west, 

  so far have you removed our transgres- | sions from us. 

 
13

As a father has compassion | for his children, 

  so you have compassion for those who fear | you, O Lord. R 

  
SECOND LESSON    ROMANS 14:1-12 
L: The second lesson is from Romans, the 14

th
 chapter. 

1
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over 

opinions. 
2
Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only 

vegetables. 
3
Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who 

abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 
4
Who 

are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they 

stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 
5
Some 

judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all 

be fully convinced in their own minds. 
6
Those who observe the day, observe it in 

honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give 

thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks 

to God. 
7
We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 

8
If we live, we 

live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether 

we die, we are the Lord’s. 
9
For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he 

might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 
10

Why do you pass judgment on your 

brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all 

stand before the judgment seat of God. 
11

For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, 

every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12

So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 
L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

GOSPEL     MATTHEW 18:21-35   

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18
th

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
21

Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against 

me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 
22

Jesus said to him, “Not 

seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
23

“For this reason the kingdom of 

heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his 

slaves. 
24

When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was 

brought to him; 
25

and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together 

with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 
26

So the 

slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 

everything.’ 
27

And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave 

him the debt. 
28

But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow 

slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay 

what you owe.’ 
29

Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have 

patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 
30

But he refused; then he went and threw him 

into prison until he would pay the debt. 
31

When his fellow slaves saw what had 

happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all 

that had taken place. 
32

Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked 

slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 
33

Should you not have 

had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 
34

And in anger his lord 

handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 
35

So my heavenly 

Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister 

from your heart. 
P: The gospel of the Lord!  
C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 



The congregation is invited to sit 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

CHILDREN ARE DISMISSED FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

SERMON        PASTOR JEFF STEEBER 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive”  ELW 605 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 

in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A: Open to the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all of 

God’s creation. 

A brief silence 

 

A: Good and gracious God, we pray for the church. Bless the ministries of 

congregations in our community. Unite us in the proclamation of your life-giving 

gospel. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
A: Creator God, you spoke light into being, you separated the waters, you formed the 

dry land. Protect and enliven the creation you so love, and make us willing partners in 

its care. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
A: God of the nations, you love all tribes, peoples, and languages. We pray for all 

who govern. Give them wise and generous hearts for those they serve. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 



A: Divine Healer, calm the anxiety of those who are wrongly accused, who suffer 

under crushing debt, or who are in prison. Reassure those who are lonely, impatient, 

brokenhearted, homebound, hospitalized, or ill especially... Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
A: We pray for this assembly; for our guests and visitors, for newcomers to this 

community, for those who are certain and those who doubt, and for all who seek you 

in this place. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
A: We remember and give thanks for the faithful of every age who did not live to 

themselves but lived to you. Raise us with them on the last day. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting the 

power of Christ and the gifts of the Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you.    

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

OFFERING   “When Morning Gilds the Skies”  Bell Choir     

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

OFFERING PRAYER          

A: Let us pray.  God of life, 

C: You give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our life and our labor. 

Take them, offered in great thanksgiving, and use them to set a table that will 

heal the whole creation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Light.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of 

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

 

 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION         

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER            

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
The congregation is invited to sit 

 

COMMUNION  

 

 

 



COMMUNION HYMNS “Father Most Holy”     ELW 415 

     “I Come with Joy”     ELW 482 

     “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”  ELW 858 

     

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

P: Let us pray, 

C: Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that form 

us to be humble and courageous.  May your words come to life in our serving 

and in our witness, that we might speak a living voice of healing and justice to 

all the world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P: God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being; Jesus Christ, savior of 

the world, raising the dead; Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the 

church: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

           

SENDING HYMN  “Jesus Shall Reign”     ELW 434 

 

DISMISSAL              

P: Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SERMON NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 

Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 

Phone: (440) 933-6263   

celc.mainoffice@gmail.com  www.christlutheranavonlake.org 

Pastor: Jeff Steeber  revsteeber@gmail.com    Pastor’s cell: (440) 241-1375 

Office Administrator: Heather Nordman 

Organist: Randi Smarsh  Custodian: Bill Higgins 
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