
 
 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GATHERING SONG  “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” ELW 240 

 

INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who comes to wake us from sleep, 

who leads us into the light of grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

A candle on the Advent Wreath is lit 

 

The first candle on the Advent wreath is called the Prophecy candle, it opens the 

period that anticipates Christmas and remembers those who first spoke the promise 

of the coming Christ. 

 

R: One candle, burning bright, chasing away the darkness from light.  One candle, 

glowing light, the blessings of God, giving new sight.  We pray dear God, on this 

first Sunday in Advent we begin a spiritual pilgrimage as we joyously anticipate 

Christmas Day, a reminder of the birth of our Savior. As we come to this place of 

worship, we know that we are in your presence. Give us your peace that through us 

all may know the peace that Christ brings. In his name we pray.   

C: Amen  
The congregation is invited to kneel or sit 

 

P: Let us prepare the way of the Lord by confessing our sin against God and 

neighbor. 

C: We confess that we have not prepared for your merciful reign among us.  

We ignore our neighbors in need and fail in the labor of justice and peace. In 

your mercy forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your light and to seek the 

things that will endure until Christ comes again in glory. Amen. 

P: Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.  In ☩ Jesus Christ your sins 

are forgiven and all things are made new.  Rejoice in this good news! 

C: Amen 
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The congregation is invited to stand 

GREETING            

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.            

C: And also with you. 

 

SONG “Awake! Awake, and Greet the new Morn” vs 1,3, 4  ELW 242 

PRAYER OF THE DAY          see insert 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

LESSONS            see insert 

 

SERMON           PASTOR JEFF STEEBER 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

SONG OF THE DAY  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” vs 1-4  ELW 257 

 

Nicene Creed             

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 



in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As 

you come forward, you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. 

After the singing of “Jesus, Lamb of God,” those receiving communion will be 

invited to kneel or stand next to the communion railing. All are welcome to receive 

Holy Communion. Communion is by intinction: receive the bread, dip the bread 

into the cup, then consume the body and blood of Christ. If you are unable to come 

forward, Holy Communion can be brought to you. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION         

Pastoral Petition: Lord, in your mercy, 

Congregational Response: Hear our prayer. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: As we gather around this table tonight…Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER             

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 



SONG       “Jesus, Lamb of God”   

Jesus, Lamb of God,   

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.  Repeat   

 

COMMUNION  

POST COMMUNION PRAYER       

P: Let us pray. God for whom we wait, you come to us in the broken bread and the 

cup we share. Make us ready always to welcome Christ into our hearts, and send us 

forth to be your people in the world, announcing your coming among us in Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  

C: Amen. 

 

BLESSING             

P: May Christ, the Sun of righteousness, shine upon you and scatter the darkness 

from before your path.  Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you 

now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG   “Hark, the Glad Sound”    ELW 239 

 

DISMISSAL             

P: Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Announcements 

╬ Gather with us on Friday, December 15 to go to Redeemer Crisis Center Food 

Pantry. We will meet at CELC at 5:15 p.m. and caravan (unless you would like to 

meet us there). Please contact Ryan Smarsh if you are interested in attending.   

╬The Sunday school Christmas program will be held on Sunday, December 17 

during our 10:30 a.m. worship time. 

╬ Poinsettia orders will be taken until Sunday, December 17. They cost $12 per 

plant. Make check payable to CELC with poinsettia order on the memo line.  

Please see Jan Wunderle for more information. 

╬ Midweek Advent services Wednesday’s December 6, 13, and 20 at 6:45 p.m. 

╬ Christmas Eve services, we will have two worship service opportunities on 

December 24: our regular Sunday morning service will be held at 10:30am and our 

Christmas Eve Candlelight service will be held at 7:00pm. 

╬ Christmas Day service will be held on Monday, December 25 at 10:00 a.m. 


